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95TH CONGee.ceeeeee 1 ST Sess. 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, September 8, 1837. 
After the reading of the journal— 
On motion of Mr. HAYNES, it was resolved 
when this House adjourns it will adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. ug 

Mr. ROBERTSON of Virginia laid upon the 
table the following amendment to be proposed to 
the resolution submitted on yesterday by Mr. Brn- 
pe, Which was ordered to be printed: 

“Also, that he report, so far as ascertained, the 
amount of specie received by the Government since 
the first day of May last; the source from whence 
derived, and the amount from each; the regulations 
under which the same, or any part thereof, has 
been disbursed; the persons to whom paid, and the 
sums paid to each; the amount now on hand, and 
where deposited. Also, whether since the date 
above, the public dues, or any portion thereof, 
have been received in protested drafts, or any funds 
other than those prescribed by the joint resolution 
of 30th April, 1816.” ° 

Mr. BELL in announcing to the House the death 
of his colleague, the Hon. JAMES STANDEFER, 

id: 


Said: 

Mr. Speaker: The melancholy duty has been 
assigned me, by my colleagues, of announcing to 
the House the death of one of our number. 

James StanDEFER, while on his journey - to 
this ,in order to enter upon his duties as a 
member of this House, was, on the 20th of last 
month, suddenly-arrested by the hand of the great 
destroyer of humanexistence. By this unexpected 
event, the country is deprived, at a period of more 
thah common interest and difficulty, of the services 
of a most devoted and patriotic public servant, and 
this House of an honest and worthy member. My 
late colleague was remarkable for an equanimity of 
temper, and a kindness of feeling, combined with a 
justness of perception in all the concerns of life, at 
least of ordinary occurrence, which, without the ad- 
vantages of early culture, or of books, at any time, 
procured for him throughout a life, which was not 
short;the respect and esteem of numerous friends, 
and raised him to the rank of a useful and merjto- 
rious citizen. Thesame qualities of heart and of 
mind, aided by a reputation for honesty which he 
nobly earned, and continued to maintain by the 
most crupulous regard for truth and justice in all 
his transactions, public and private, caused him to 
be repeatedly chosen to the Legislature of his own 
State—of which body he was a useful and respect- 
edmember. He was, for many years, a member 
of this, and I am sure thaf his quiet and unobtru- 
sive manners—his punctual discharge of all the du- 
ties assigned him, in the organization of the House, 
must have secured the respect of his associates. 
To these evidences of his worth, I might add, that in 
the late war with Great Britain, he approved himself 
an intrepid soldier. He was, above most men I 
have known, who have risen in any degree into 
public view, under similar circumstances, free frem 
the pride and vanity of mere station; never anxious 
to appear what he was not; content to be classed 
with the useful and faithful, he made no preten- 
sions, had no aspirations, beyond his real deserts. 
If, therefore, my lamented colleague cannot be said 
tohave possessed any of those shining endowments 
which are required to make a figure in this House, 
which strike our fancy, or command our admira- 
tion, he might still justly lay claim to other and 
humbler attributes, which, upon the the whole, con- 
stitute a chdracter of solid merit, and often one of 
more enduring fame; and that the due and used tri- 


bute of respect be paidjto his memory, by this 
House, I move you, | resolution which I hold 
in my hand. eee 


Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 
memory of the decased, the members of this 
Honse will go into mourning by wearing crape on 
the left arm for thirty days. 


Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 





MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1597. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


et 


VOLUME 5 .ccsoccccoelNO. 2. 





—— W EEK LY——— 


memory of the deceased,- the members of this 
House will go into mourning by wearing crape on 
the left arm for thirty days. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, September 11, 1837. 

In pursuance of the forty-ninth rule, the Senate 
proceeded to ballot for Secretary, when Assvry 
Dickins, Esq. received thirty-nine votes out of the 
forty Senators present, and was declared duly 
elected, and was sworn in. . 

The Senate next proceeded to ballot for Chap- 
lain, when there appeared for 

Ist Qd 3d 4th 


The Rev. Mr. Slicer, 9 12 17 23 
Bolls, ~ 7 7 4 
Tuston, 8 11 13 16 
Goodman, 5 2 
McCallam, 5 2 ] 
- Pinckney, 3 5 3 1 
Noble, 1 
- Ebaugh, 1 9 3 
Dempster, 1 
Fowler, 1 1 
Blank, 1 1 


The Rev. Mr. Sticer was declared duly elected. 

. Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 

nance, arose and stated that the committee not 

being able, for want of time, to report at large, had 
«reported only a bill. The following is the bill: 


A BILL wt postpone the fourth instalment of 
deposite with the States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the transfer of the fourth instalment 
of deposites directed to*be made with the States 
under the thirteenth section of the act of June 
23d, 1836, be, and the same is hereby, post- 
poned until further provision by law. 

Mr. WRIGHT expressed his hope that the com- 
mitee would be able to-morrow to report further. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that the bil] would not 
be pressed upon the Senate immediately. He 
thought it due to the body and to the occasion to 
say that whatever views the committee might enter- 
tain, that they shou!d all be laid before us before 
we acted on this imporiant subject. Tlowever dis- 
connected in their nature they might be, still they 
had all grown out of a common calamity, and were 
all s@ intimately connected, that we could not act 
well on one part of the subject, without having the 
other before us. He therefore hoped that the bill 

- would not be acted upon until the committee should 
have reported all their views. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that there might be 
some weight in the suggestion of the hono- 
rable Senator, frsm South Carolina. As to 
how far he might find it necessary to make 
that request of the Senate, after the lapse ofa 
day or two, he might be able to judge. He, (Mr. 
W.) supposed it very probable that the Senate. 
would have all the information before them by that 
time. He had risen to express his sincere hope, 
that whether the subjects should be acted upon suc- 
cessively, as they might be reported, or whether 
they should be considered together, they might be 
considered, disposed of, and decided upon with all 
the promptness which was consistent with conside- 
rate legislation. He had not given his concurrence 
with the committee in this report, for he did not 
esteem this measure as one suited to the exigency of 
the Gavernment or the condition of the country. 
He feared that he should find himself equally una- 
ble to concur in most of the other meafures which 
the President had recommended.to Congress, and 
which are sanctioned in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. But measures, introduced here 
upon the recontmendation of the President, or oth- 
erwise, for the purpose of meeting the exigency of 
the Government and the wide-spread distress of the 
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country, would receive no hindrance, obstcuction, 
or delay from him, (Mr. W.) He would content 
himself with a short statement of his judg- 
ment upon them, as they should come before us, 
and he would leave them in the hands of those 
majorities in both Houses, known to be favorable 
to the existing administration. He beseeched those 
majorities, that as soon as they could make up their 
own judgment as to these measures, they would 
pronounce itin the form of law. They had the 
power; they had the responsibility. For one, he 
should do nothing to obstruct the prompt exercise of 
that power—nothing to diminish the just exercise 
of.that .responsibility. Connected with the com- 
mercial interest, andas a resident of a commer- 
cial place—connected with the manufacturing 
interest, with a State deeply interested in manufac- 
tures—with some knowledge, certainly not beyond 
that ordinarily possessed by others, he thought he 
saw a pressure upon the labor, the industry, and 
the business of the country, which called loudly 
for immediate relief; and he saw a condition of 
things connected with this, no matter what had 
given rise to it, which demanded from the Govern- 
ment the efficient and prompt interposition Jof 


Congress. He hoped that the earliest consi- 
deration would be given to the measure, 
and that if it should not pass the Senate, 


another might be proposed, and if it should go to the 
other branch, would receive their sanction and sup- 
port. Ifit should be deemed necessary that the 
other measures, with this, should be presented to 


| the consideration of the Senate together, and which 
| were calculated to relieve the community, he trust- 
ed that the chairman of the Committee of Finance 


would present them at a very early day, so that they 
might be acted upon immediately. 

Mr. CALHOUN fully concurred with the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, that it was due to the 
country that there should be a full and early consi- 
deration of the measures of relief to be proposed. 
But it was highly important that the whole ground 
should be presented, so that each measure might be 
discussed not only upon its particular merits, but 
upon the general merits of the plan. 

The bill was then read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. LUNN offered the tellowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Joint Library Committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing the manuscripts of the late James Madi- 
son, deposited in the Department of State, to be 
published. 

Mr. BENTON presented three petitions and 
memorials from the Chamber of Commerce, St. 
Louis, praying the incorporation of a national 
bank; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered t» be printed. 

Mr. BLACK presented a memorial from Carroll 
county, Mississippi, praying the establishment of a 
national bank; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented three petitions from the 
citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, against the 
charter of any national bank, and advising a dis- 
connection of the Government from the banks, and 
praying the adoption of measures so as to enable 
the Government to receive its reveuues exclusively 
in metal; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of John 
H. Hall, of Harper’s Ferry, praying to be renw 
nerated for labor done, and expenses incarred by 
him in making sundry improvements in certain 
fire-arms; which was referred, with the accom- 
panying documents, to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from Jobn 
Collins Long ;-also, from E. Ridgeway, and Na- 
thaniel Harrison ; which he mored to have referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

M:. CALHOUN hoped that all the ordinary bu- 
siness would be laid on the table. He trusted thay 
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the course would be pursued in regard to these pe- 
titions. a : 

Mr. HUBBARD was of opinion that the peti- 
tions might as well take the usual course, and’be 
referred to the appropriate committees. He did 
not think that any delay would grew out of such 

roceedings. 

Mr. BUCHANAN entirely concurred in the sen- 
timents expressed by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts and the Senator from South Carolina, in regard 
to the course the business should take during the 
present session. He believed it was not expected 
by the country; and he thought it would be very 
inconvenient for the members of this and the other 
House to continue in session until the regular 
period for the meeting of Congress. If Sena- 
tors presented petitions on orlinary subjects, 
and moved to have them referred to a 
committee, it would be taken as conclusive 
evidence that we intended to proceed with the di- 
spatch of the ordinary business. Ani, should we 
commence at all, we probably would be kept here 
until next May or June. His (Mr. B's) opinion 
was that the Senate should confine its present labors 
to the relief of the country, and postpone the or- 
dinary business until the next session. In order to 
try what was the sense of the Senate, he would 
move to lay the petitions on the table, if the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina did not insist on his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he was certainly 
aware of the importance of the business we were 
met to transact; and he was sorry to interpose any 
thing that should have the effect of preventing the 
immediate consideration of the measures for the 
relief of the country. And, if it was understood 
that private memorials should be laid on the table, 
he would interpose no objection whatever. 

The memorials were then laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of re- 
stering to the District Court of the United States for 
the northern district of Alabama, its former juris- 
diction. 

Mr. KING of Alabama submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the -expediency of 
altering the time of holding the courts of the United 
States in the ninth judicial district. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, September 11th, 1837. 


The following members appeared, and were qua- 
lified: 

The Hon. Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

The Hon. Mr. YELL, of Arkansas. 

The Hon. Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama. 

The Hcn. Mr. CHEATHAM, of ‘Tennessee. 

The following Standing Committees were an- 
nounced as having been appointed by the Chair, 
under the resolution to that effect on Friday last. 

Elections.—Messrs. Buchanan, Griffin, Hawkins, 
Kilgore, Maury, Townes, Bronson, Pennybacker, 
and Hastings. 


Ways and Means.—Messrs. Cambreleng, McKim, 
Owens, Sergeant, Hamer, Jones of Virginia, 
Fleicher of Massachusetts, Atherton, and Rhett. 


Claims.—Messts. Whittlesey of Ohio, Grennell, 
Chambers, Darlington, Graham of N. C. Russell, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Clarke, and Carter of 
Maive. 

Commerce.—Messrs. Smith, Phillips, Johnston of 
Louisiana, Cushman, De Graff, Legare, Toland, 
Curtis, and Mason of Virginia. 

Public Lands.—Messrs. Boon, Williams of N. C. 


Lincoln, Casey, Chapman, Harrison, Anderson, 


Duncan, and Turney. 

Post Offices and Post Roads.—Messrs. Connor, 
Briggs, Hall, Cleveland, Hopkins, Hubley, Cal- 
hoon of Kentucky, Palmer, and.Worthington. 

District of Columbia.—Messrs. Bouldin, A. H. 
Sheppard, Jenifer, Dawson, Cilley, Prentiss, 
Bierne, C. H. Williams of Tennessee, and Hunter 
of Ohio. . 

Judiciary.—Messrs. Thomas, Robertson, Toucey, 
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Mariin, Corwin, Bynum, Garland of Virginia, 
Hoffman, and Potter. 

Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Craig, Underwood, Taliaferro, Ellmore, Foster, 
Parmenter, Harper of Ohio, and Birdsall. 

Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Haley, Ogle, Al- 


exander, Titus, Stratton, Rumsey, Fletcher of Ver- | 


mont, Crockett and Patterson. 


Private Land Claims.—Messrs. May, Garland of | 


Louisiana, Caihoun of Massachusetts, Harlan, 
Bruyn, Mallory, Beatty, Rariden and Leadbetter. 

Manufactures.—Messrs. Adams, Webster, Whit- 
tlesey of Connecticut, Holsey, Slade, Biddle, Til-. 
linghast, Vail, Naylor. 7 

Agriculture.—Messrs. Deberry, Logan, Phelps, 
Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Randolph, 
and Mitchell. 

Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Bell, Everett, Haynes, 
Chaney, Montgomery, Parker, Campbell, of South 
Carolina, Marray, and S. W. Morris. 

Military Affars.—Messrs. McKay, Coles, Glas- 
cock, Thompson, Gholson, Miller, Rives, Kemble, 
and McClellan, of Tennessee, 

Mi‘itia.— Messrs. Glascock, Wagener, Carter of 
Tennessee, Holt, Hammond, Pratt, Hunter of 
Virginia, Halstead, and Allen of Ohio. 

Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Ingham, Milligan, Read, 
Wise, Grantland, Moore, Richardson, Paynter, 
and Williams of New Hampshire. ° 

Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Howard, Hamer, 
Cushing, Jackson of Georgia, Dromgool@, Rench- 
cr, Pope, Claiborne, and Fairfield. 

Territories.—-Messrs. Patton, Potts, Pickens, 
Pearce, Borden, Graves, Davee, Jones of New 
York, and Farrington. 

.Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Morgan, Kitn- 
gensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson of Virginia, Sibley, 
Ewing, Gray, and Loomis of Ohio. 

Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Taylor, Williams ‘of 
Kentucky, Allen of Vermont, McClellan of New 
York, Petrixen, Stuart, Herod, Reily, and Stanley. 

Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Mercer, Evans, Mc- 
Kennan, Snyder, White of Kentucky, Filmore, 
Johnson of Maryland, Bicknell, and White of 
Indiana. ° 

Revisal of Unfinished Business.—Messrs. Mason 
of Ohio, Noble, Southgate, Henry, and Peck. 

Accounts.—Messrs. Johnson of Virginia, Grant, 
McClure, C. Shepard of North Carolina, and 
Johnston of Maryland. 

Expenditures of the Department of State.—Messrs. 
M. Morris of Pennsylvania, Jackson of New 
York, Shepler, York, and Andrews. 

Expenditures of the Depart.nent of the Treasury — 
Messrs. Allen of Vermont, Sheffer, Aycrigg, Gray, 
and Holsey. 

Expenditures of the War Department.—Messrs. 
Clowney, Vandeveer, Holt, Morris of Ohio, and 
Marvin. ° 

Expenditures of the Navy Department.—Mes«rs. 
Brodhead, Maxwell, Goode, Edwards, and Graham 
of Indiana. é 

Expenditures of the Post Office Department— 
Messrs. Childs, Dennis, Hawes, Gallup, and Piu- 
mer. 

Expenditures of the Public Buildings.—Messts. 
Sawyer, Cranston, Menifee, Dunno, and Ridgeway. 

Thé House then took up for consideration the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. BIDDLE 
on Thursday last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
re port to this House, whether a letter purporting to 
be addressed by him to the Clerk of the House, 
offering payment in specie to members of Congress, 
is authentic; ifso, to what other claimants on the 
Treasury, a similar offer has been made, and what 
principle of discrimination, if any, has been adopted 
in the medium of payment to the public creditors. 

Mr. BIDDLE said that the letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to the Clerk of this House, on the 
subject alluded to in his resolution, had gtrack him 
as objectionable, and he had, therefore, taken the 
opportunity of calling the attention of the House to 
it at the earliest moment. If the offer con- 
tained in that letter was a mere matter of grace on 
the part of the Secretary, and rested in his discre- 
tion to be given and withheld at pleasure, it may be 
given to a portion of the members of the House, 
and withheld from anvuther portion of the members 
of the House; or it may be withdrawn entirely 


evard 


_ Of the Treasury to raise or diminish the sa 


from members of Congress, and given to a 
other officers of the Government, or pnbjic ered. 
tors. It may be withdrawn from us, and give " 
some other person whom it migat be proper a 

It may be given to judges of courts, Sate 
increasing theirs:lary by hismere fiat. It Might har. 
been given to the judges of the court in the District ot 
Columbia while the mandamns case was; a 
and thus will it be in the power of the Seore::,, 
; . ‘ ; lary of 
any public officer at will. He did not consijo. 
it preper, and consistent with the safety Of the 
country, that the position of officers of the Govern. 
ment shouid be thus precarious. Te was, how. 
ever, disposed to look on this maiter in anojhp, 
light. We have been called ‘upon to inquire j;,, 
the state of the currency of the country, and a 
supposed to come fresh from) the people, having 
knowledge of ail the evils and distresses which 
they are suffering. At home, and on our way hey» 
we have seen and felt the evils under which \. 


. 
ONding 
2, 


‘people have labored. At every step of our joy. 


ney we have seen the difficulty arising from jh 
exchanging the miserable scrolls and tickets whic, 
are in circulation as a currency. Why was it they 
that this boon is held out to us immediately on oy; 
arrival here? Is it not calculated to efface from 
our minds the impresstons which had been mai 
upon them before we arrived in this city? Does 
not a: once convert us into a favored class, an; 
remove us from ail the evils which ate oppressing 
our constituents, and bowing them down to the 
earth. He would ask whether those members of 
Congress who closed with the Secretary of the 
Treasury in this matter, had not a direct pery. 
niary interest in perpetuating a depreciated cur. 
rency?) The specie which we may receive may 
be sold for a large premium for paper which w,| 
meet all our engagements here, as we are not unde 
the necessity of keeping specie to pay our postage, 
The premium, in some instances, on the spec 
which members receive for a week’: salary will tx 
sufficient to defray their expenses for the werk. 
This is, to be sure, an exclusive specie currency, 
It is given to us, and we sell it to the brokers, an! 
the people have to buy it to pay their postages ani 
custom-house bonds. The members of Congres 
and the brokers receive all the benefits to be deri. 
ed from it, and the people are taxed, and have the 
mere handling of it in carrying it from the broken’ 
cffice to the post-office or custom-house. 

‘But this state of things will cease the moment the 
specie payments are resumed, and therefore itt. 
be the interest of members of Congress to supper 
every scheme which would have a tendency tor 
tard the resumption of specie payments by tle 
banks. He believed this tobe a matter of grea 
importance. It was not connected with aij 
patty movement. He appealed to higher it- 
terests and higher feelings. At the time tit 
law passed commonly called the compens 
tion law, those who gave warning as to ti 
effects it was to produce throughout the counts, 
were looked upon as over-scrupulous; but no on 
has forgotten the storm which that law ras 
throughout the country. If a member of Congres 
was to introduce a proposition similar to lt 
measure adopted by the. Secretary of the Tre 
sury, he would not dare to stand up belo 
his constituents in vindication of his conut. 
He would at once be declared as unworthy of th 
confidence of the people, and would be hur! 
from his situation. Why then should we receit? 
secretly, through the agency of the Secretary of i 
Treasury, that which we dare not demand open!) 
The laborers on the public works, who toil and 
sweat through the whole day, and receive \# 
about one-sixteenth part of our per diem, is pa 
in paper of some ten per cent. less value than the 
funds we receive, the public contractor is paid 
paper, and the widow and the orphan of those wh? 
fell in battle are paidsin the same depreciated cv" 
rency. It was but other day that an 
from Florida found himself in this city with pay 
so worthless, that he could scarcely sell all he 
for enough of specie to pay the postage on letié 
which he received through the post office. He 
then can the Secretary offer us, who have » 
postage to pay, specie when it is withheld from! 
officers of your army? On what principle of hone! 
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er common decency can the Secretary make this 
jiscrimination? He had submitted the reso- 
jation for the purpose of obtaining information for 
pis own guidance. If the offer made by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is a mere matter of grace, 
ora boon which he might give or withhold, he 
woult now say that he would not receive it, as he 
pad no idea of carrying home bags of gold derived 
in this way. He knew too well what his constitu- 
ents suffered, and were suffering, and while they 
were thus oppressed, he could not consent to be 
reaping a golden harvest through the cunning and 
device of any executive officer. He would entreat 
the House to look at the position they occupied be- 
fore the country. Let us so conduct ourselves as 
to rally around us the confidence of the people-of 
the country, and pursue thatcourse which is calcu- 
jated to lead to a speedy termination of the diflicul- 
ties under which the country is laboring. Although 
he could not oppose the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson) still he de- 
sired to have a vote taken on the simple proposition 
he had submitted, as it was nothing more thana 

tain question which he desired to have answered, 
fur the purpose of determining his own course in 
relation to the matter, 

Mr. ROGERTSON submitted the amendment he 
had before given notice of as follows: — 

“ Also, that he report, so far as ascertained, the 
amount of specie received by the Governinent since 
the first day of May last; the source from whence 
derived, and the amount from each; the regulations 
under which the same, or any part thereof, has 
been disbursed; the persons tu whom paid, and the 
sums paid to each; the amount now on hand, and 
where deposited. Also, whether since the date 
above, the public dues, or any portion thereof, 
have been received in protested drafts, or any funds 
other than those prescribed by the joint resolution 
of 30th April, 1816.” 

Mr. R. expressed a hope that the honorable 
mover of the resolution would accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BIDDLE assented, and the resolution was 
modified accordingly. 

Mr. HAMER said he believed it was unusual 
to debate a resolution of this character, which was 
merely proposing an inquiry from one of the heads 
of the department,. but some of the remarks sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Pennsy!vania seemed 
to require some slight notice. The resolution 
asked, in the first place, whether a _ certain 
letter said to be written to the Clerk of - this 
House be or be not genuine; and, secondly, 
whether the Seeretary of the Treasury had made 


other offers to other claimants of the Govern- - 


ment similar to those said to be made to 
members of Congress in that communication 
Now, Mr. H. only meant then to say, that if the 
House should adept this resolution, he had no 
doubt the Secretary would very promptly reply to 
the inquiry, and inform them whether that letter be 
genuine or not, and also what were his reasons fpr 
.making the offers If the letter be genuine, he 
would aiso respond to the other inquiry embraced 
in the resolution, But it did seem to Mr. H. thatit 
would be but candid and fair, not only on the part 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, but of every 
other gentleman there, to wait for the response ere 
they undertook to condemn the Secretary. The 

gentleman seemed to take it for granted, in the re- 

marks submitted by him, that this offer was a 
buon held out to members of Congress, an in- 
ducement held out to them, to perpetuate the 
present state of things. Now, so far as he (Mr. 

H.) was concerned, he had only to say, that he 
had a much better opinion, a much higher opinion, 
of the gentlemen who constituted that body, than 
to believe, for a moment, that the poor, paltry per 
centage that might be made through a broker upen 
the compensation they received there, would influ- 
ence the course of any gentleman upon that floor ; 
and he would add, that if he believed his constitu- 
ents entertained such an opinion of him, he would 
resign before ghe going down of the sun. As to 
the resolution, and the amendment now engrafted 
upon it, he had no objection to the adoption of 
both, and should vote for them. 


Mr. McKAY intended to vote for the adoption 
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of the resolution, but the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania had thrown out some remarks that required 
a brief explanation. The gentleman had stated 
that this offer was a mere matter of bounty, a 
mere matter of grace, on the part of the Secretary 
of the Treasury; and had even gone so far as to 
say that its effect would be, if its design was not, 
to perpetuate the present state of things in the 
financial affairs of the country. Now, if the gen- 
tleman had taken the trouble to look into the laws 

| 








of Congress, he would have seen that what the 
Secretary had done was nothing more than a mere 
matter of official duty, and did not partake, in the 
slightest degree, of cither a grace or a bounty. 
The Jaw passed in 1836—which was the rule of 


the Government and all the Secretaries, the | 
Secretary of the Treasury in particular—expressly -| 


provided that the public creditors should be paid 
either in gold or silver, or in that which was its 
equivalent and convertjble into gold or silver on 
the spot, etc This law applied as well to mem- 
bers of Congress as to any other public creditors, 
for they were only a class of public creditors. If 
the gentleman had also taken the trouble to look 
into the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
would likewise have seen that in all the instructions 
given to the dusbursing officers, they had been 
directed to pay out no funds except such as were 
equivalent to specie, or which the public creditor 
was willing to receive. ‘The gentleman had told 
the House that the States had been paid in depre- 
ciated money. The gentleman was also mistaken 
in that: for the Secretary of the Treasury, in his 
instructions, had expressly stated what he would 
read. Mr. M’K then read from the report the fol- 
lowing passage from the Secretary’s letter to the 
Executives of the States. 


rassed condition of the pecuniary concerns of the 
country and of the banks, to suggest that, for rea- 
sons growing out of the deposite act, as well as the 
existing liabilities of the banks, and the obligations 
required from the States to the Treasury, no one 
of the latter is required to accept, on the within 
transfers, any kind-of money which is not avail- 
able and at par, and which it is not ready to ac- 
count forin the same way when required. 


the transfers are drawn, fail to deposite with you 
such money, they may be returned to this Depart- 
ment, with astatement of the fact, in order that the 
case may be submitted to Congres at its approach- 
ing session.” 

The same had been done with regard to all 
other cases, of revolutionary soldiers, the wi- 
dows and orphans, and all other claimants of 
the Government. They were not bound, 
unless they were willing to do so, to receive any 
thing but gold or silver, or its equivalent. That, 
he repeated, was the law of 1836; and if the debtors 
‘of the Government would do their duty, it would 
have been carried out in all cases. That these 
individuals had not done so was well known. 
Among other things, he had understood that some 
of these very merchants who had been instrumental 
in bringing about the suspension of specie pay- 


Government, by an extension of their bonds, had, 
in many instances, gone forward with their deben- 
tures, drawn out the specie upon them, and then 
gone and reviled that very Government, to which 
they were so much indebted. At New Orleans, he 
had understood, many of them had drawn -the 
specie from the custom-house on their debentures, 
re-exported their goods, intending to reimport 
them, and then get a credit on their bonds. How- 
ever, he would not go further into this matter at 
present. 


other creditors of the Government. 


man belonged? 





“Pp. S. It may be useful, in the present embar- | 


“Should any of the banks, therefore, on which | 






ments, after having received indulgencies from the | 


Those of them who had been there some time, 
would recollect that, some years ago, when the 
Bank of the United States was struggling for a re- 
charter, one of thecharges preferred by a then gen- 
tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Clayton,) was, that it 
afforded extraordinary accomodations to members, 
by furnishing them with drafts or bills of exchange 
on terms different from those they extended to 
What was the 
defence then made by the party to which the gentle- 
Why, that it was all right then; 


















































but now, when the Bank of the United States was 
not the Treasury, and Levi Woodbury, in his im- 
prudent letter, proposes nothing more than is war- 
ranted and enjoyed by the plain and obvious spirit 
and letter of the law, it is all wrong. In the former 
case, it was all right; now it was a matter merit- 
ing the severest censure and reprobation. 

Mr. BIDDLE thought that the severest censure 
which could be cast upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been vast upon him by the gentleman 
from North Carolina himself. The gentleman had 
told the House that the publication of that offer 
was an “imprudent” thing, and therefore that the 
members of the House should have been apprised 
of the offer only as they went to receive their mo- 
ney. Now Mr. B. had cast no such censure upon 
the Secretary. On the contrary, he insisted that 
the act of publication was a right and proper one. 

The gentleman had referred to the act of 1836. 
That act, however, was passed for the benefit of all 
the public creditors, but no similar offer had been 
madeto any other class than members of Congress; 
on the contrary, the Secretary had stated his inabi- 
lity to pay them in specie. What Mr. B. wanted 
to know was, by what authority that officer took 
upon himself the exercise of such tremendous 
power as he had done in that offer. 

Mr. McKAY was not disposed to prolong this 
discussion, though he could readily answer every 
thing the gentleman had said. He would, however, 
advert to one matter. The gentleman had said 
that no similar offer had been made to the States. 
Now, one answer to that was, that there was no 
debt due to the States; for, by the terms of the depo- 
site law, it was nothing more than a transfer of the 
public money from one part of the Treasury, or 
from one depository to another; in other words, 
from the Federal Treasury to the Treasuries of the 
several States, which, for the time being, were con- 

verted into a part or branch of the Federal Treasury. 
It was not necessary then to go further into that 
part of the argument, but he would again refer the 
gentleman to the letter before quoted by him, in 
which it would be seen that the offer had been made 
even to the States. [See the “ P. S.” quoted in 
Mr, M’K’s. foregoing remarks. ] 

With regard to the remark that Mr. M’K. con- 
sidered the letter “imprudent,” he only meant to 
say that it was so, so far as regarded the Secretary’s 
reputation,from its affording an opportunity to some 
gentlemen to misinterpret his motives. The letter 
itself was not imprudent in any other sense than its 
being liable to misconstruction; for, he again re- 
peated, it was in strict accordance with the law of 

1836. 

Mr. BIDDLE again insisted that the letter re- 
ferred to in his resolution was at variance with that 
quoted by the gentleman from North Carolina, and 
also that it gave an undue preference to the mem- 
bers over other claimants of the Government. 

The resolution, as modified, was then agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, then submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed, with as little delay as possible, to commu- 
nicate to this House the amount of the appropria- 
tions of the past and present years remaining 
unexpended; the amount required to fulfil all 
existing engagements contracted prior to the first 
day of June last, and all existing engagements 
contracted since that time; also, the amount of 
money drawn from the Treasury and placed in the 
hands of disbursing officers or agents on the first 
day of May last and at the present time; and that 
he also report what objects of public expenditure 
can with the least injury to the public service be 
either wholly dispensed with during the present 
year, or bear any material reduction. 

The resolution having been read, and the Chair 
remarking that, under the rule, it would have to lie 
over one day, 


Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the honora- 
ble mover, that as the information called for was 
of a very important charaeter, and ought to be in 

ession of the House with as little delay as pos- 
sible, to move a suspension of the rule, so as to 
insure the immediate consideration of the reso- 
lution. 


Mr. BELL said he was abeut to ask that indul- 
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geuce of the House, and he made the motion which 
was «ssented to; when the resola@tion was consider- 
g vd agreed bo. 

See ae RESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the message 
of the President to Congress was then taken up, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and on motion of the same gen- 
tleman, the House went thereon into committee, 
Mr. J. @. ADAMS in the Chair. 

The Message being taken rata committee— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG "introduced two resolu- 
tions, as follows: 

1. Resolved, Theat so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the finances of the country, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to a bankrupt law, be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

The two resolutions were severally agreed to 
nem dis.; when, om motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
ihe committee rose and reported them to the House, 
and they were both severally concurred in. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury on the state of the finances, 
as relates to the finances of the country, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
that so much of said report as relates to a bankrupt 
law be referred to the Committce on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EWING made an inquiry of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
his motion had any reference to, or was intended to 
embrace, any proposition for the relief of the mer- 
chants, and the extension of their bonds. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied by stating that the 
terms he had used in his motion embraced every 
lopic relating to the public finances, and, of course, 
necessarily and directly involved the question of 
extending the time of payment of the merchants’ 
bonds. It embraced all the various topics con- 
nected with the subject of relief, and it wascer- 
tainly not Mr. C’s intention to suffer so important 
a proposition as that to escape his attention. He 
thought it not improbable that the gentleman’s 
views and his own would concur; but he would 
confine himself then by replying to the gentleman, 
that it was the design of his motion to embrace 
that as well as every other topic adverted to on the 
subject. 

Mr. EWING then moved to strike out the 
words “the Committee of Ways and Means,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: “ A select eom- 
rhittee, with power to inquire into existing Jaws, in 
connection w.th orders and regulations adopted by 
the Treasury, War, and Post Office Departments, 
which now tends to prolong the embariassments 
of the people, and extend injurious influences 
through the political, as well as the agricultural,com- 
mercial, and manufacturing interests of the Union; 
and to provide such, judicious restraints upon the 
abuses of Executive power, conferred by legisla- 
tion, in relation to the currency, revenue, and pa- 
tronage hereafter, as may be deemed proper to af- 
ford permanent avd general relief: said committee 
io consist of one member of each State, appointed 
by a vote of the House. 

After a few remarks in support of the amend- 
mem by Mr. E. it was rejected, and the original 
resolutivn Was agreed to. 

On moron of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
and by genera! consent, a resolution was agreed to, 
directing the Clerk of the House not to have any 
maps printed im books ordered for the use of the 
House, unless the maps be specially ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SMITH, on leave, then submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the action of the several standing 
committees of this House on all matters not 
embraced by the Message of the President of the 
United States to the two Houses of Congress, com- 
municated on the second day of the current session, 
be suspended until the commencement of the 
annual session of Congress, in December next; and 
that the consideration of all petitions on such sus- 
pended matters be also postponed to the period 
above specified. 


Mr. SMITH said he did not conceive how it 
was to be expected by those who had claims upon 
the Government, that the general business of Con- 
gress should be taken up. He was aware that 
while the Committee of Ways and Means and 
the Committee on the Judiciary had under conside- 
ration the subjects which were referred to them, 
there might be an interval in which it might be pos- 
sible to consider some other subjects; but it is not 
to be expected that this session can be continued 
sufficiently long to mature any other business than 
that which we have beens specially called to act 
upon. It would net in the first place, be proper to 
take up general subjects, because we are not in pos- 
session of the means of carrying out that business. 
The President has refrained entirely from entering 
into matters of general legislation. Then if we are 
to go into other matters,*it will be absolutely indis- 
pensable that an immediate call be made upon the 
Executive for the necessary information. This, 
however, he apprehended was not the course 
which the majority of the House would desire 
to see taken. It was not to be expected by those 
having claims against the Government that this 
course ef proceeding should be adopted. But he 
presumed the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Whittle- 
sey) would say that there were numerous claims 
which have been presented to the House and ex- 
amined by a committee, which might be acted upon 
at this session. In answer to this he would say, 
that it would hard!y be just to other claimants who 
have not had their claims brought before the House, 
to give precedence to the claims the gentleman had 
on a former day alluded to. He considered that it 
would be better to suspend all those claims for the 
present, and that the business we were called to 
deliberate upon should be proceeded with. He, for 
one, wished that the special business might be the 
sole business of the session; and it appeared to 
him that a responsibility rested upon every gentle- 
man, in conducting the business of the present ses- 
sion with an eye single to the great matter which 
we are here assembled to deliberate upon. If it 
shall be discovered that we can do nothing, let it 
be known as soon as possible, so that the country 
shall not be kept in suspense. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio“ understood the 
gentleman from Maine (Mr. Smith) to make two 
exceptions to the course he wished to see pursued 
by the House. In the first place, the gentleman 
opposed going into business generally, because the 
President of the United States had not communi- 
cated the subjects to Congress. In reMtion to the 
recommendation of the President, the gentleman 
may search in vain, from the organization of the 
Government to the present time, to find the subject 
of the claims alluded to brought to the notice 
of the House. They are not presented im the 
message as subjects for our deliberation, be- 
cause it is a part of our duty to examine and 
decide upon them without any recommendation 
of the President. Itis a part of the legisla- 
‘tive business of Congress to take up and con- 
sider this matter, and there is no necessity for a re- 
commendation from the Executive. , As to the in- 
formation which may be desired from the Execu- 
tive officers of the Government, we can get at any 
time all the information which may be necessary. 
Even if Congress only sits six weeks, he considered 
that it would be proper to call for the estimates of 
the departments, and proceed to act upon them; be- 
cause it isa fact that the officers of the Govern- 
ment are frequently in atiticipation of their salaries 
for months before the appropriations are made to 
pay them, and they are frequently at the mercy of 
the merchants for a subsistence. As to the objection 
of the gentleman in relation to the preference which 
would be given to one class of claims over another, 
he had only to say, he considered that those claims 
which had been before the House for years, ought 
to be discharged before those which only originated 
or were presented on yesterday. He was not for 
prolonging the session, but he wished all the time 
we had to spare devoted to business of this descrip- 
tion. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolia, did not con- 
sider that the House was now prepared to act on 
this subject, and with a view to give time to con- 


sider the matter, he moved to postpone the 
tion until Wednesday next. 7) 7 

Mr. BELL would cheerfully support thts motio 
if it were possi™le to get such information from “ 
Committee of Ways and Means as could deter 
mine what projects would probably be broy he 
before the House at the present session. No a 
son would deny that the subject brought to aa 
notice in the message of the President was bend 
enough for the occupation of our whole time, py, 
vided the cominittees reported conformably to the 
recommendations there laid down. If he could be 
informed as to the intention of the Committee o 
Ways and Means, or of those who were jp the 
majority in the House, in relation to bringing {o,. 
ward a project for the regulation of the fiscal cop. 
cerns of the Government, he could then deiermine 
what course to pursue. In relation to some Parts 
of that very extraordinary document, the message 
of the President, he presumed there were same sep. 
timents contained in it, which would meet the syp. 
pert of members from all sides of the House; and 
he shguld now be pleased to learn from the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways ani 
Means, or some other individual who con\i 
give the information, what was to be the 
course of action of that committee on the 
subject. If it was to be expected that no other 
propositions than these should be brought forward 
he apprehended that we ynight, in the course of 4 
short time, conclude our labors, and return to our 
constituents; and if no other propositions were 
brought forward than these, then he would have no 
hesitation in voting for the resolution of the gentle. 
man from Maine. But if it was the determination 
of the committee to bring forward nothing but the very 
extraordinary propositicn in relation to the finances 
of the country, he apprehended that the majority of 
the House would not be lung in rejecting it. He 
considered it a project which the majority of the 
committee would hardly take upon themselves to 
bring before the House; and, if brought there, he 
took it that no majority of that House or adminis. 
tration would venture to urge it upon the coun. 
try. It appeared to him to be a project which was 
utterly impracticable, and could not be adopted. 
It may, to be sure, be in the pewer of the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means to bring forward a project 
of this kind; but if it did, he had little doubt that it 
would be rejected. If, however, the Committee 
of Ways and Means, should introduce a moii- 
fied project, with a view of arresting the 
distresses of the country, he would vote against tak- 
ing up any thing which would interfere with this 
great and important matter. He would render 
every aid in his power to carry out some practica- 
ble project, to avert the evils which were impeni- 
ing over us; but he could not give countenance 1 
any such project as that recommended in the Mee 
sage. When he received information from the 
Committee of Ways and Means as to the cours 
intended to be adopted by that committee, he woul 
be Letter prepared to give his vote than at present, 
and should wait till he received the information de 
sired. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the gentlema 
from Tennessee having called upon him for infor, 
mation, though it was not strictly in order, under 
the resolution they were discussing, yet he would 
make a brief response. The gentleman must le 
perfectly sensible that, in the present position of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, for it had only 
been just announced, he (Mr. C.) could do 1 
more than answer for himself. Thus far, howeve!, 
he would take upon himself to answer for the com- 
mittee, that he was very certain every member 0 
it would give an immediate attention to the sub 
jects embraced in the President’s message, and ! 
ferred to it, and that they would bring forward the 
bills at the very earliest day, and with the greate! 
possible dispatch. He also expressed the’hope thal 
the House would confine itself, as far as practice 
ble, tothe propositions embraced in the message. 
On some these, he believed there would be a gett 
ral concurrence, not only in that committee, but il 
the House itself. 

Upon the other great question adverted to in the 
Message, he should not, at that time, premature!) 
engage in any debate. The gentleman, howevé!, 
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must permit him to say, in reply, that he, for one, 

rfectly willing, and held himself prepared, 
to decide that question, either in the committee or 
yn the House ; and,+for one, he was perfectly wil- 
jing to submit the question to the nation. Since 
we, sir, continued Mr. C. have been drawn out on 
this question, I hope gentlemen dh the other side 
will be as bold and as frank as the President of the 
United States has been. Let them take their 
round. The glove is thrown. Let them come 
forward with their propositions. They have been 
talking so long about non-committalism, let them* 
come forward now, imitate the example of the 
Presdent, and not lay dark. From the organs 
abroad, it may be inferred that we are not now to 
have the question of the Bank of the United 
States. That question may be postponed be- 
yond the fall elections; but, sir, that that issue we 
shall come toat last, is as certain as the noonday 
sun. The great issue will be between the Bank 
of the United States, and the proposition whether 
the financesof the counfry can be, and shall be, 
managed withont any bank or banks at all, 
That is the great question; and 1 hope the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will concur with 
me in framing some bill to dispense with all 
panks. That is the real question for the House to 
determine. Whether that question would settled be 
now, or deferred till the fall elections, was for the 
consideration of the Honse, and not for the com- 
mittee; and I trust the Housé will not be kept here 
beyond three er four weeks. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
BELL, WISE, CUSHING, JENIFER, and 
LEWIS WILLIAMS in opposition, and by 
Messrs. SMITH, DUNCAN, BOON, and 
HAYNES in favor of the resolution; when the mo- 
tion to postpone its consideration was rejected with- 
out a division. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, thought that, 
while the Committee of Ways and Means were 
engaged on the President’s Message, the other 
committees might take up- the subject of private 
claims. Mr. G. then moved an additional clause 
to the resolution in the following words—“ with the 
exception of private business.” 

Mr. WHITTLESEV of Ohio asked for the yeas 
and nays on the amendment, but they were not 
ordered, and the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the original reso- 
lution— 

Mr. LEWIS WILIAAMS asked for the yeas 
and nays thereon, but the House refused to order 
them. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, suggested that, 
at least, the Committee of Elections should be ex- 
cepted, but cries of ‘‘ No! No!” proceeded from 
various parts of the hall. 

The resolution was then agreed to without a di- 
vision. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, September 12, 1837. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Philadelphia county, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial 
from the citizens of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia, remonstrating against the annexation of 
the same province; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN offered a resolution, which was 
adopted, appointing a committee of three on the 
part of the Senate, to meet a like number on the 
part of the House, to direct the expenditure of the 
Library fund appropriated by Congress. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, was taken up for consi- 
derationi: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire intu the expediency of re- 
storing to the District Court of the United States 
for the northern district of Alabama, its former 
jurisdiction. 

Mr. CLAY explained the reasons in brief for 
offering the resolution at the present time. It was 
a matter, it was true, of mere local consideration; 
yet he presumed it would not encounter objection 
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om any quarter. The object of the change was 
to expedite the public business, much inconvenience 
and delay having resulted from the present time of 
holding the Court. 

Mr. GRUNDY asked, if the change were made 
as proposed by the gentleman from Alabama, 
whether the desired object would be effected. He 
recollected, that some fifteen years since an attempt 
was made to introduce something like a uniform 
system in relation to these matters. He would say, 
if the subject were referred, the committee would 
endeavor to do what was right 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted to the gentleman 
whether any inconvenience would be sustained, if 
the subject were defered until the next session. 

Mr. CLAY explained that the business would 
be delayed for that length of time. ‘ 

Mr. SEVIER begged to offer: an amendment, 
so as to embrace the State of Arkansas, and to 
insert after the word Alabama, “and to the district 
court of the State of Arkansas.” Mr. S. explained 
the necessity of the adoption of this amendment, 
on the ground of the delay that was occasionetl. 
In that country there were frequent murders of the 
whites by the Indians and of the Indians by the 


. whites, and in all cases they had to remain twelve 
, months in prison before trial. - 


The amendment was adopted, and the resolution 
as amended, agreed to. 

The other resolutions offered yesterday were se- 
verally taken up, considered and agreed to. 

The bill to postpone the fourth instalment of de- 
posite with the States being taken up: 

Mr. WRIGHT said, that before the bill was 
read a second time, he would ask the indulgence of 
the Senate to make a short explanation in regard 
to the Committee on Finance. Yesterday morning 
when the bill was reported from that committee, he 
took the opportunity of stating that, in all proba- 
bility, they would report further this morning. 
They, however, found themselves unable to do so, 
partly in consequence of being unable to prepare 
the labored details before them, and having found 
at their meeting, this morning, two members 
of the committee, unexpectedly absent. The one, 
as he was informed since he came into the Senate, 
was called away by business, over which he had 
no control; and the other was so indisposed as to be 
unable to attend either the Senate or the commit- 
tee. He mentioned these facts as an apology for 
not fulfilling his promise. He felt a confident hope 
from the best judgment he could form, that the 
committee would be able to report in full on 
Thursday next. 

‘Bhe bill was then read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the further con- 
sideration of it was postponed till to-morrow. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Major Van Buren, his private 
secretary; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and after a short time spent therein, the doors 
were re-opened, when 

The CHAR appointed the following gentlemen 
a Committee on the Library on the part of the Se- 
nate: Messrs. ROBBINS, PRESTON, and WALL. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, September 12, 1837. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported the following 
bill: 

A BILL to postpone the fourth insialment of depo- 
site with the States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of -Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the transfer of the fourth instalment 
of deposites directed to be made with the States 
under the thirteenth section of the act of June 23d, 
1836, be, and the same is hereby, postponed until 
further provision by law. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would merely mention, 
he said, for the information of the House, that that 
was the only bill the committee could agree upon 
at this morning’s session. There would, probably, 
be two other bills requiring the most urgent action 
of the House to-morrow morning. 





The above bill was then, on motion of Mr. © 
read twice and referred to a Comunittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On leave, Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland and Mr. 
HEROD presented memorials on the sabject of the 
currency; Which were referred to the Commitice of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. — 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, it 
was 

Resolved, That the House do now proceed to the 
election of a Chaplain to the House. 

Whereupon, the following nominations were 
made : 

Mr. GARLAND nominated Rev. Mr. Tustow. 


Mr. McKIM - Rev. Mr. Rees. 

Mr. HOLT “ Rev. Mr. Fiske. 

Mr. BRONSON “ Rev. Mr. McCarron. 
Mr. TAYLOR Rev. Mr. Comsrocx. 


Mr. WAGENER ‘* Rev. Mr. Exsavanu. 
Mr. EVERETT “ Rev. Mr. Apams. 
Messrs. GARLAND of Virginia, McKIM, and 
EVERETT having been appointed tellers, the re- 
sult of the first ballot was announced as follows: 


Whole number of votes - - 905 
Necessary to a choice - - - 103 
Rev. Mr. Tuston received - - 94 
Mr. Rees - - - - 95 
Mr. Fiske - - - 99 
Mr. McCallum - - - jg 
Mr. Comstock - - - 10 
*Mr. Ebangh - - - 46 


Mr. Adains - - - 10 
Blanks - - - - - 4 
Sa there being no choice, the House balleted a 


second time, the resulf of Which was as follows: 


Whole number of votes - - 203 
Necessary to a choice - - - 102 
tev. Mr. Tuston - - - 435 
Mr. Rees - a es 2 7 
Mr. Fiske e ° ‘ 3) 
Mr. McCallum - : - 5 
Mr. Comstock - - . 3 
Mr. Ebaugh - - «3 
Mr. Adams - - - 7 
Blanks - - - - - - 4 


So that the Rev. Mr. Tuston having received a 
majority of all the votes given, he was therefore 
declared duly elected Chaplain to. the House for the 
25th Congress. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of Louisiana, on leave, pre- 
sented a memorial from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New Orleans, praying for the establish- 
ment of a naticnal bank; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolutions, 
which, by the rule, lie over one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this Elouse, so far 
as the public interest will permit, the correspon- 
dence between the Government of the United 
States and that of Great Britain, relating to the 
North Eastern Boundary of the United States, 
since the Message of the late President to the Senate 
of the United States, of the 15th of June, 1836. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicated to this House, so 
far as may be consistent with the public interest, 
all the correspondence between the Government of 
the United States and that of Mexico, concerning 
the boundary between them; and particularly con- 
cerning any proposition for a cession of Territory 
belonging to the Mexicanconfederation to the Uni- 
ted States; and also all correspondence relating 
thereto between the Department of State and the 
diplomatic representatives of the United States in 
Mexico, and of the said department with those of 
the Mexican Republic accredited to the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whether 
any propositien has been made on the part of the 
Republic of Texas to the Government of the United 
States, for the annexation of the said Republic of 
Texas to this Union; and if such proposition ha 
been made, what*answer .ias been returned, and 
all correspondence which has taken place relating 
thereto. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

The House adjourned. 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RULES. 

The following is the select committee of the 
House, on the subject of the rules and orders, ap- 
pointed on the second day of the session: 

Mr. MERCER of Virginia. 

Mr. HAMER of Ohio. 

Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG of Pennsylvania. 


ooo 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, Septeraber 13, 1837. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition pro- 
testing against receiving Texas into the Union. 

Mr. HUBBARD also presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens remonstrating in the strongest man- 
ner against the annexation of that province to the 
United States. Both of the above were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from the 
officers of the revenue cutter Dexter, stating their 
duties were equally arduous with those of the offi- 
cers of the Navy, and praying that they might be 
allowed the same compensation: laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Mr. 
Feuchtwanger, accompanying which was a speci- 
men exhibiting a new cent made of German silver, 
which the petitioner represents to be as cheap as 
copper, and more portable. ’ 

Mr. MORRIS presented seven memorials from 
different counties in Ohio, remonstrating against 
the admission of ‘Texas intodhe Union; which were 
laid on the table. > 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the following bills: 

A BILL to authorize the issuing of Treasnry hotes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause Treasury 
notes, for such sum or sums as he may think expe- 
dient, but not exceeding, in the whole amount of 
notes issued, the sum of ‘millions of dol- 
lars, and of denominations not less than one hun- 
dred dollars for any one note, to be prepared, 
signed, and issued in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes, authorized to be issued by the first 
section of this act, shall be reimbursed and re- 
deemed by the United States, at the Treasury 
thereof, after the expiration of one year from the 
dates of the said notes, respectively; from which 
said dates, for the term of one year, and no longer, 
they shall bear such interest as shall be expressed 
upon the face of the said notes; which rate of 
interest, upon each several issue of the said notes, 
shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, by 
and with the advice and approbation of the Presi- 
dent; but shall in no case exceed the-rate of interest 
of six percentum perannum. The reimbursement 
herein provided for shall be made at the Treasury 
of the United States, to the holders of the said 
notes, respectively, upon presentment, and shall 
include the principal of each note, and the interest 
due thereon at the time of payment For this 
reimbursement, at the time and times herein spe- 
cified, the faith of the United States is hereby 
solemnly pledged. 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be prepared under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall be 
respectively signed, on behalf ot the United States, 
by the Treasurer thereof, and countersigned by the 
Register of the Treasury. And that those officers 
respectively shall, as checks upon each other, and 
to secure the public safety, keep separate, full, and 
accurate accounts of the number, date, deno- 
mination, and amount of all the notes signed and 
countersigned by them, respectively; which said ac- 
counts shall be carefully preserved and placed on 
file in the Treasury Department; and also similar 
accounts, kept and preserved jn the same manner, 
of all the said notes redeemed, as the same 
shall be returned and cancelled; and the Treasurer 
shall further aecount, quarterly, for all such notes 
delivered to him for signature, or issue, by the Re- 
gister. The Treasurer and Register of the Treasu- 
ry are hereby authorized, by and with the consent 
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and approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to employ such additional temporary clerks as the 
duties enjoined upon them by this section may ren- 
der necessary; the compensation of each c:tik so 
employed to be fixed by the Secretary. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby antho- 
rized, with the approbation of the President of the 
United States, to cause to be issued such portion of 
the said Treasury notes as the President may think 
expedient, in payment of debts due by the United 
States to such public creditors or other persons as 
may choose to receive such notes in payment, as 
aforesaid, at par. And the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury is further authorized, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, to borrow, from 
time to time, not under par, such sums as the Pre- 
sident may think expedient, on the credit of such 
notes. 

Sec. 5. .9nd be it further enacted, That the said 

Treasnry notes shall be transferrable, by delivery 
and assignment endorsed thereon, by the person to 
whose order the same shall, on the face thereof, 
have been made payable. 
* Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be everywhere received in 
payment of all duties and taxes laid by the autho- 
rity of the United States, of all public lands sold by 
the said authority, and of all debts due to the United 
States, of any character whatsoever. And, on 
every such payment, credit shall be given for the 
amount of the principal and interest which, on the 
day of such payment, may be due on the note or 
notes thus given in payment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, autho- 
rized and directed to cause to be reimbursed and 
paid the principal and interest of the Treasury notes 
which may be issued by virtue of this act, at the 
several time and times when the same, according 
to the provisions of this act, should be thus reim- 
bursed and paid. And the said Secretary is further 
authorized to make purchases of the said notes, at 
a price not exceeding par, for the amount of the 
principal and interest due at the time of purchase 
on such notes. And so much of any moneys in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, as may 
be necessary for that purpose, is hereby appro- 
priated, for paying the principal and interest of 
said notes. 


Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That a sum of 

thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 

moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for de- 

fraying the expense of preparing, printing, engrav- 

ing, signing, and otherwise incident to the issuing 
of the Treasury notes authorized by this act. 

Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause 
or procure to be falsely made, forged, or counter- 
feited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely making, 
forging, or counterfeiting, any note, in imitation of, 
or purporting to be a Treasury note aforesaid; or 
shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be falsely 
altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely altering, 
any Treasury note issued as aforesaid; or shall 
pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or 
publish, as true, any faise, forged, or counterfeited 
note, purporting to be a Treasury note as aforesaid, 
knowing the same to be falsely forged or counter- 
feited; or shall pass, wflter, or publish, or atiempt to 

ass, utter, or publish, as true, any falsely altered 
Treasury note, issued as aforesaid, knowing the 
same tobe falsely altered, every such person shall be 
deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and being 
therefure convicted by due course of law, shall be 
sentenced to be imprisoned and kept to hard labor 
for a period not less than three years, nor more 
than ten years, and be fined in a sum not exceeding 
five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 10. Andbe it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby,authorized to 
make and issue, from time to time, such instruc- 
tions, rules, and regula.ions to the several collec- 
tors, receivers of public money, depositories, and 
all others who may be authorized to receive the 
said Treasury notes on behalf of, and as agents in 
any capacity for, the United States, as to the safe- 
keeping, disposition, return, and cancelling of the 


said notes so paid to and reccived by them resper. 
tively, and as to their accounts and returns to the de 
partment of all such receipts 4s may seem to his 
best calculated to promote the public interests ang 
convenience, and, secure the United States ana the 
holders of the said notes against frauds and lose. 

Sec. 11, .4nd be it further enacted, That it shai) 
be, and hereby is, made the duty of the Secretar, 
of the ‘Treasury to cause 2 statement to be publisi. 
ed, monthly, of the amount of all Treasury notes 
issued or redeemed in pursuance of the provisions 
of this act. ; 
A BILL authorizing a further postponement of 

payment upon duty bonds. : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Revresen. 
talives of the United Slates f America in Congress gs. 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury to 
and he hereby is, authorized to grant such further 
extension of credit upon al! bonds for duties now 
outstanding, as shall make the whole extension o¢ 
credit upon each bond six months from the t'me 
when the original bond became due aud payabje. 
making the extension in each case to depend upon 
the same conditions as to additional Security, the 
payment of interest, and other terms, which hare 
been, prescribed by the Treasury Department to the 
extension of revenue bonds since May last: Propig. 
ed, That nothing herein contained shall be coustry. 
ed to include any existing bonds, where the parties 
to the same have not, since the bonds became pay- 
able, given additional security, or made part pay. 
ment, and are, by the proper ofhcers of the Govern. 
ment, considered insolvent, or unsafe securities {uy 
the payment of their bonds. 

Sec. 2. find be it further enacted, That the ad- 
ditional credit of six months, granted by the firs: 
section of this act, upon outstanding duty bonds, 
shall be upon the same terms and conditions 
granted upon all bonds for duties which may be 
given during the period of one year from and afier 
the first day of October, in the yea) one thousand 
eit hundred and thirty-seven. 

Src. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That where the 
security in any bond which has been, or may here- 
after be postponed, is entirely satisfactory, the prin- 
cipal or sureties in the same shall not be disabled 
from being in the mean time, till the period of post. 
ponement provided for by this act expires, received 
as principal or sureties in other bonds for duties, 
notwithstanding the bond first given may not have 
been actually paid, discharged, or extended before 
or on the day it fell due: Provided, That such prin- 
cipal and sureties shall be found, in all other r- 
spects, safe and satisfactory security for the bonds 
to which they may be proposed as parties. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the opera- 
tion of all prior laws, and parts of laws, so far as 
inconsistent with this act, be suspended in the part - 
culars in which they may conflict with, or differ 
from, its provisions, until this act ghall cease by i's 
own limitation. . 


A BILL for adjusting the remaining claiins upon 
the deposite banks. : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to continue to wil!- 
draw the public moneys now remaining in any of 
the former deposite banks, in a manner as gradual 
and convenient to the institations as shall be con 
sistent with the pecuniary wants of the Govern- 
ment, and the safety of the funds thus to be drawn; 
and that no further interest than that required dy 
the deposite act of the twenty-thirdsof June, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, under which 
those deposites were made, shall be demanded ct 
any bank which has met, or shall hereafter meet, 
the requisitions of the department. *This provision 
shall also extend to such public moneys as may Te- 
main in any of the said banks, wheter standing 
to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, 
or of any disbursing or other pubiic officer of the 
Government. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case o! 
neglect or refusal by any of the said banks tocom- 
ply with the requisitions of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as he shall make them, in conformily 
with the first section of this act, suits shall be insi- 
tuted, where that has not already been done, |? 
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cover the amounts due to the United States, un- 
the defaulting bank shall forthwith cause to be 
7 uted and delivered to the Secretary of the Trea- 
= a bond, with security to be approved by the 
olicitor of the Treasury, to pay to the United 
Syates ihe whole moneys due fiom it, in three in- 


aiments ; the first to be paid at the expiration of 


wo months from the passage of this act, the second 
. ihe expiration of five months, and the remain- 
ing instalment at the expiration of eight months 


Ai ° 
from the same period; and interest therenpon at 


berate of SIX per Centum per aunum, from the 
ume of default, together with any damages which 
nay have accrued to the United States fiom pro- 
ysis of drafts drawn upon it, or from any other 
consequence of its failure to fulfil its obligations 
to the public ‘Treasury. 

These bills were read a first time and ordered to 
second reading. 

* The bill for the postponement of the fourth in- 
salment of deposite with the States being taken up, 

Mr. CALHOUN said he hoped that the Senate 
would not now acton the bill, but that it would be 
pustpen¢ dtill to-morrow. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that he entertained no 
other feeling than a desire to expedite the business 
helore Congress as much as possible. He was not 
aware that there was any thing yet to be reported 
from the Committee on Finance which would at all 
affect the present bill. ‘Those measures which he 
had just reported certainly had an intimate connec- 
tion with it. He had no desire to press the bill 
at this time, feeling a confident hope that the com- 
ynittee would complete the business before them by 
to-morrow morning, and be enabled to repmt. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

@n motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The Senate adjourned. 


- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, September 13, 1837. 

The CHAIR stated, that in pursuance of the 
notice he had given on yesterday, he would now 
call the States in their order for petitions and me- 
morials. He also stated that he should be govern- 
ed by the order of the House on Monday, and he 
presumed that all memorials would be disposed of 
in the manner set forth in that resolution. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG snggested for the conside- 
raion of the Chair and the House, that the mere 
presentation of petitions to go on the files of the 
House, and be taken back at the next session, 
would be a very unnecessary ceremony. 

The CHAIR replied that it would be at the dis- 
cretion of the members who held petitions, whether 
they would present them and have them postponed 
until December, or hold them in their own pos- 
session. . 

Petitions and memorials were presented by, 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. SLADE of Vermont. 

Mr. BRONSON of New York., 

Mr. PETRIKIN of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD of Kentucky. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of Louisiana. 

Messrs. RARIDEN and GRAHAM of Indiana. 

Mr. CASEY of Hlinois. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes; which was read twice 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The bill is in the following words: 

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Reprcesen- 
tatives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause Treasury 
notes, not bearing interest, for such sum or sums as 
he may think. expedient, bat not exceeding, in the 


whole amount of notes issued, the sum of twelve . 


millions of dollars, and of denominations not less 
thanone hundred dollars for any one note, to be 
prepared, signed, and issued in the manner herein- 
after provided. 

Src. nd be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes authorized to be issued by the first 
Section of this act, shall be reimbursed and re- 
deemed by ‘the United States, at the Treasury 
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thereof, after the expiration of one year from the 
dates of the said notes respectively. The reim- 
bursement herein provided for shall be made at the 
Treasury of the United States, to the holders of the 
said notes respectively, upon presentment; and in 
case of preseutment and non-payment of said notes 
afler they become due, the holder or holders shall 
be entitled to receive interest at the rate of five per 
cent. perannum from the date of demand of pay- 
ment; anc for this reimbursement, according to the 
provisions of this act, the faith of the United States 
is hereby solemnly pledged. 

Sec. nd be tt further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be prepared under the diree- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasary, and shall be 
respectively signed, on behalf of the United States 
by the Treasurer thereof, an’ countersigned by the 
Register of the Treasury; and that those officers 
respectively shall, as checks upon each other, and 
to secure the publie safety, keep separate, full, and 
accurate accounts of the number, date, denomina- 
tion and amount of al! the notes signed and coun- 
tersigned by them respectively, which said accounts 
shall be carefully preserved and placed on file in 
the Treasury Department; and also similar ac- 
covnts, kept and preserved in the same manner, of 
all the said notes redeemed, as the same shall be 
returned and cancelled; and the ‘I'reasurer shall 
further account, quarterly, for all such notes deliv- 
ered to him fer signature or issue by the Register. 
The ‘Treasurer and Register of the Treasury are 
hereby authorized, by and with the consent and ap- 
probation of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, to em- 
ploy such additional temporary clerks as the duties 
enjoined upon them by this section may render ne- 
cessary, the compensation of each clerk so em- 
ploved to he fixed by the Secretary. 

Sec. nd be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury be, and he hereby is, antho- 
rized, with the approbation of the President of the 
United States, to cause to be issued such portion of 
the said Trezsury notes as the President inay think 
expedient, in payment of debts due by the United 
States to such public creditors, or other persons, as 
may choose to receive such notes in.payment as 
aforesaid, at par. 

Sec. And be it further enacted, ‘That the said 
Treasury notes shall be issued payable to order or 
bearer, as the said Secretary, with the approbation 
of the President, shall direct; and shall be transfer- 
able by delivery, if made payable to bearer, and 
by the endorsement of the original payee if made 
payable to order, without other or further assign- 
ment or evidence of a transfer of property. 

Sec. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be every where received in 
payment of all dues and taxes laid by the authority 
of the United States; of all public lands sold bv the 
said authority; and of all debts due to the United 
States, of any character whatsoever. And on 
every such payment eredit shall be given for the 
amount of the principal and interest, if any should 
accrue under the provisions of this act, which, on 
the day of such payment, may be due on the note 
or notes thus given in payment. 

Sec. 4nd be it further enacfed, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to cause to be reimbursed and 
paid the principal and interest of the Treasury notes 
which may be issued by virtue of this act, at the 
several time and times when the same, according to 
the provisions of this act. should be thus reimbursed 
and paid. And the said Secretary is further au- 
thorized to make purchases of the said notes ata 
price not exceeding par, for the amount of the prin- 


- cipal and interest due at the time of purchase on 


such notes; and so much of any moneys in the 
Treasury, not otxerwise appropriated, as may be 
necessary for that purpose, is hereby appropriated, 
for paying the principal and interest of said notes. 
Sec. And be it further enacted, That a sum of 
thousand dollars, to be paid out ef any mo- 
neys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for de- 
fraying the expense of preparing, engraving, sign- 
ing, and all other expenses incident to the issuing 
of the Treasury notes authorized by this act. 
Sec. . ind be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or 
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cause, or procure to be, falsely made, forged, or 
counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, or counterfeiting, any note, in 
imitation of, or purporting tc be, a Treasury note 
aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure 
to be falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in 
falsely altering, any Treasury note issued as afore- 
said; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to 
pass, utter, or publish, as true, any false, forged, 
or counterfeited note, purporting to be a Treasury 
note as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely 
forged or counterfeited; or shall pass, utter, or pub- 
lish, or attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as true, 
any falsely altered ‘Treasury note, issued as afore- 
said, knowing the same to be falsely altered, every 
such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of 
felony, and, being thereof convicted by due course 
of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labor for a period not less than three 
years, nor more than ten years, and be fined in a 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

Sec. If any person shall make or engrave, or 
cause, or procure to be made or engraved, or shall 
have in his custody or possession any metallic 
plate, engraved after the similitude of any plate 
from which any notes issued as aforesaid, shal! 
have been printed, with intent to use such plate, or 
to cause, or suffer the same to be used in forging 
or counterfeiting any of the notes issued as afore- 
said; or shall have in his custody or possession any 
bank note or notes, engraved and printed after the 
similitule of any notes issued as aforesaid, with 
intent to use such blanks, or cause, or suffer the 
same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of 
the notes issued as aforesaid; or shall have in his 
cusiody or possession any paper adapted to the 
making of notes, and similar to the paper upon 
which any such notes shall have been issued, with 
intent to use such paper, or cause, or suffer the 
same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of 
the notes issued as afuresaid, every such person, 
b ing thereof convicted, by due course of law, shal! 
be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept w hard 
labor, for a term not less than three nor more than 
ten years, and fined in 2 sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to make and issue, from time to time, such 
instructions, rules, and regulations, to the several 
collectors, receivers of public money, depositories, 
and all others who may be authorized to receive 
the said Treasury notes on behalf of, and as agents 
in any capacity for the United States, as to the 
safe-keeping, disposition, return, and cancelling of 
the said notes so-paid to, and received by them 
respectively, and as to their accounts and returns 
to the Department of all such receipts as reay seern 
to him best calculated to promote the public inte- 
rests and convenience, and to secure the United 
States and the holders of the said notes against 
frauds and losses. 

Sec. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be, and is hereby made, the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause a statement to be pub- 
lished monthly of the amount of all Treasury notes 
issued or returned in pursuance of the provisions of 
this act. 

Mr. MERCER, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on the subject of the rules for the govern- 
ment of the House, made a report in part; which 
was made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
ADAMS on yesterday, came up. in course: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, so far 
as may be consistent with the public interest, all 
the correspondence between the Government of the 
United States and that of Mexico, concerning the 
boundary between them; and particularly concern- 
ing any proposition for a cession of Territory be- 
longing to the Mexican.confederation to the United 
States; and also all correspondence relating thereto 
between the Department of State and the diplo- 
matic representatives of the United States in Mexi- 
co, and of the said department with those of the 
Mexican Republic accredited to the Government 
of the United States. 


. 


& 
& 
€ 
§ 
. 








—« 


i 


= ie he ra 

A eet arren alte eae rer 
5 Ro 

ON re Ble 


ty 
eek 
eM 
ae 


24 


Mr. ADAMS said he had submitted the resolu- 
tion for the purpose of obtaining the information 
called for in it, and he should wait until he saw 
whether any objections were made to the resolution 
before he made any remarks thereon. 

Mr. HOWARD said, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetis meant merely when the documents 
came in to have them printed, and not refer them to 
any committee of the Heusc; he should make no 
opposition to it. If, however, it was the intention 
of the gentleman to move to refer them.to com- 
mittees, forthe purpose of taking up the time of the 
House, which should be devoted to other business, 
he should oppose it. He hoped the House would 
not, by a silent vote, place itself in a situation from 
which it would be difficult to extricate itself. He 
could not now see the necessity of printing 
the correspendence called for, as another motion 
had interfered in the matter; but he presumed the 
gentleman had some gooa reason for calling for it. 

Mr. ADAMS said it was not his intertion to 
bring the subject before the House for discussion 
at the present time. His intention was simply to 
have thé intormation, and to have it printed for the 
information of the House, and the information of 
the nation. He was willing that the question 
should be taken at this time, and he should, when 
the second resolution came up, take occasion to 
make some remarks thereon, and give the reasons 
which induced him to call for the correspondence. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS'S second resolution, in the following 
words, was then taken up: 

Resolved, Thaf the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whether 
any proposition has been made on the part of the 
Republic of Texas to the Government of the United 
States, for the annexation of the said Republic of 
‘Texas to this{Union; and if sugh proposition has 
been made, what answer has been returned, and 
all correspondence which has taken place relating 
thereto. 

Mr. WISE should vote against this resolution, 
for the reason that the correspondence was not un- 
derstood to be in that condition at this time tht it 
should be made public; and in reference to the inte- 
rests of the Republic of Texas, its publication at this 
time might be derogatory to them. 

Mr. HAYNES drew the attention of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to the fact that the reso- 
lution did not contain the qualification or restric- 
lion usual in callmg for information from the 
Executive. If the gentleman would so modify it, 
he would vote for it; otherwise, not. 

Mr. ADAMS replied, that the reason why 
he had not inserted the usual restrictions was, 
thtat the call embraced in the resolution was 
a simple question as t a matter of fact; and 
he did not, for that reason, deem them ne- 
cessary. It was a simple question whether a 
proposition had been made to this Government, 
which it was of public notoriety, the legislative 
body of the Republic of Texas instructed their Ex- 
ecutive should be made. That, he repeated, was a 
matter of public notoriety, and the object of this 
inquiry was to know whether that proposition had 
been made. 

Another reason was, that he considered the pro- 
position itselfas utterly unconstitutional, as one 
which neither the President of the United States, 
nor that House, nor that Congress, had any right 
to receive, entertain or consider. It was a new 
thing in the history of this nation —it was a new 
thing in the history of the world, and was totally 
different from what had taken place heretofore, in 
cessions of territory to the United States. 

On the first occasion the cession of a territory 
took place under this Government, that of Louisi- 
ana, it was objected to at the time, that it was un- 
constitutional. So far as that was a cession of a 
territory, it was Mr.- Adams's opinion at the 
time, and that opinion stood recorded upon the 
journals of the Senate, that so far as the 
mere cession Of a territory was involved, it was 
within the power of the Government of the United 
States; bnt in that cession certain provisions were 
introduced, relating to the inhabitants of that terri- 
tory, and securing to thenf what, in his opinion, the 
Constituiion of the United States did not authorize 


_ ho power to receive the proposition. 
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the Congress of the United States nor the Govern- 
ment of the United States to confer. That was not 
only his own opinion at the time, but it was the 
opinion also of the then President of the United 
States, an opinion well known tothe world. It 
was the opinion also of his successor, the then Se- 
cretary of State, an opinion avowed by him per- 
sonally to Mr. A. It was in consequence of that 
opinion that he had introduced into the Senate of 
the United States, a resolution by which the stipula- 
tions in the treaty in favor of the inhabitants of the 
province of Louisiana should be fulfilled; that the 
rights of citizens of the United States, which it 
was stipulated they should enjoy, should be secured 
to them by that power which alone, in his opinion, 
could secure them to them, viz: the people of the 
United States. He had proposed amendments to 
the Constitutidn for that purpose to the Senate, but 
he was overruled; and, notwithstanding the opinion 
of the President of the United States, notwithstand- 
ing the opinion of the then Secretary of State, the 
Congress of that day did proceed, and did under- 
take to carry into effect that treaty, and to perform 
the functions embraced in it. 

Now, if, under the first resolution just adopted 
by the House, it should appear that a proposition 
had been actually made to tne Republic of Mexico 
to cede a portion of her territory to the United 
States; and if it happened that that proposition had 
been accepted, and thata treaty had been made, by 
virtue of which the inhabitants of that portion of 
the Mexican Republic thus ceded by that Govern- 
ment to the United States were to enjoy certain 
privileges, among them that of being admitted, in 
due time, into the Union, and it had been ratified 
by two-thirds of the Senate, the precedents of Lou- 
isiana and Florida might have been adduced in its 
support. But here was a totally different thing. 
This was not the case of a foreign Government 
ceding a territory to the United States, and stipula- 
ting for certain advantages, but it was a whole 
nation, a whole people which were proposed to be 
added into this Union, and enjoy all the rights and 
privileges of citizens of the United States. Now 
that was an operation differing in toto fronf that of 
merely receiving the cession of a Territory, and an 
operation, he there declared it to be his opinion, in 
the face of God, that no power on earth was capa- 
ble of performing, but the people of Texas on one 
side, and the people of the United States on the 
other. The Republic of Texas had never conferred 
upon its Executive the power to make this proposi- 
tion, nor had we any information that it was in- 
tended by the people of that Republic. He had 
read their Constitution: and certainly no such power 
Was given in that instrument. No such power 
existed in the President of the United States, or in 
the Congress of the United States, to receive 
any such proposition. - It was a_ proposition 
of which the people of the United States 
alone were competent judges. Now if the pro- 
position had been made, in his humble opi- 
nion, the only answer that could be given by 
the President of the United States, was that he had 
If the pro- 
position be made to that Congress, the only answer 
that could be given to it, in his opinion, was that 
that Congress had no power to receive it. The 
Constitution conferred no such power. That was 
the reason why he did not insert, in the resolution, 
the usual form of restriction, “if he should not 
judge it incompatible with the public interest.” 
Mr. A. did not think it possible for the President to 
consider it incompatible to answer the simple ques- 
tion embraced in the call. It was a question in 
which the whole people of the United States had a 
deep, deep, deep interest—an interest involving not 
only the happiness and prosperity, but the very ex- 


istence of the Union; for it was his firm opinion. 


that a very large portion of the people of this coun- 
try, dearly as they loved the Union, would prefer 
its total dissolution to the @et of annexation of 
Texas. 


The reason given by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, that though there was a correspondence, yet 
that it was not at present in a condition to lay 
before the public, so far from being a reason why 
the call should not be made, was an additional 
reason for the call. Since the existence of the 
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correspondence had been admitted, Mr. A. 4 
manded in the name, and as one of the representa, 
tives, of the people of the United States, that 
should know what that correspondence was that ws 
to take away a part of their rights and bestow her 
upon another whole nation. Still, however P 


ie a it it be 
the opinion of the majority that the Testriction 
should be introduced, it was competent for any a, 


tleman to move it, and the House might do ite 
pleasure, by adopting or rejecting such a proviso 
He himself was willing to take the resolution, ever, 
with that restriction upon it, because, of all thine 

he desired, not only that that House, but that the 
whole people of the country, should know wha 
disposition’ was proposed to be made of their 
rights. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved the usual 
‘“‘nrovided he (the President) deems it not j: 
tible with the public interest.” 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina expressed 
his intention of voting for the amendment, py 
against the whole proposition, on the gronnd of jt; 
having been prematurely brought before the cop. 
sideration of the House. He had no intention, at 
that time, of going over the topics adverte: to py 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, for he felt cop. 
vinced that no good would result by discussing the 
subject of Texas in its present very inchoate state. 
He would, however, when the proper time arrive, 
be prepared to reply to the gentleman, and woul 
confine himself then by saying in advance, that he 
differed with him on every ground. 

Mr. T. thought it proper to add a single word or 
two. It avould be remembered that, on a former 
occasion, the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
made some very important and honorable explana- 
tions, in reply to some remarks made by Mr. T. as 
to what occurred in relation to the Texan boundary, 
while the distinguished gentleman was Secretary of 
State. “It was then declared by the gentleman that 
he had been himself opposed to the limitation, and 
in favor of the treaty to extend the boundary. But 
now, forsooth, they were told it was not in the 
power of this Government to get back by treaty 
that which the gentleman says they could retain by 
treaty. Why it was a most monstrous doctrine, 
that a Government can cede away, and not recover 
back. 

Another argument of the gentleman was not less 
strange. It seemed they were not bound to take 
the acts of the Executive of Texas, in relation wo 
foreign matters, as authentic. Why, were they not 
bound to take the acts of the Executives of all 
foreign Governments charged with the treaty-mak- 
ing power, without going into an examination of 
the internal structure of those Governments? In this 
case, if the proposition had been made, it was made 
by the authorized branch of the Government de- 
puted with the treaty-making power; though, even 
if they were to look behind that, they would find it 
to have been done in strict accordance with the will 
of the people. ° 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from South 
Carolina, that it must be manifest the resolution 
did not open so wide a range of debate as the gen- 
tleman appeared to be indulging in. 

Mr. THOMPSON did not design to go farther 
into it than had been indulged in by the gentlemaa 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PICKENS merely arose to correct the 
impression his colleague and others of his friends 
seemed to be laboring under as to the condition of 
the correspondence. There was no objection 
whatever, at that time, to its being presented to the 
American people and to the world. As a friend 
to the cause of Texas, he was himself willing tha 
it should be presented, in order that, by the regular 
session of Congress, the people generally, as wll 
as the members there, might make up their minds 
and be prepared te discuss it. 

While up, Mr. P. would return hs thanks ( 
the gentleman from Massachusetts for the position 
he had assumed, and for the candor he had dis- 
played. He had taken his ground in advance. 
Mr. P. was not, however, to be drawn into the issue 


Proviso, 
1compa- 


yet, for he would wait for events, but he wished 


the attention of the House and the. country to be 
called to the very remarkable language of the get: 
tleman, and Mr. P. wished them to understand from 
what quarter of this country the issue was to be pit 
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ented. If he was not mistaken, he understood the 
gentleman to say that the people of this country 
ould prefer disunion to the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. ADAMS. I said a very large portion. 

Mr. PICKENS. Ah, well, it amounted nearly 
the same thing, for Mr. P. presumed the gen- 
ieman spoke out of his intimate knowledge of 
the people in his own section of ,the country. 
Well, then, if this be the public feeling there, and 
if this be a declaration in advance, let it be distinct- 
jy understood that this declaration first came from 
that quarter that has heretofore sung hallelujahs to 
this Union. Yes: the gentleman now presents 
ihe alternative, and says it is disunion. 

What Mr. P. rose principally for, was to call the 
attention of the House to that remarkable issue, and 
also the public and the country to the quarter from 
whence it came! Yes: there are great questions 
involved, great interests involved; and it was, he 
confessed, a novel spectacle to see constitutional 
limitations advocated in that quarter. He rejoiced 
at it. It was the first time since he had the honor 
of a seat on that floor, that he had lward constitu- 
tional restrictions advocated from that quagter. 
There might be other questiofs arising of deep and 
yital interest, in which he hoped and trustel the 
gentleman would also consider constitutional re- 
strictions. He hoped, however, the gentleman 
would not construe the Constitution to shield his 
own peculiar interests, while those of others were 
to be trampled down. -At all events, the doctrine 
of construction from that quarter was a new one, 
and he rejoiced to see it. 

Mr. P; had gone a little beyond what he had’ in- 
tended. He had risen principally to say, that from 
whathe had been informed, and it came from the 
very highest quarter, the correspondence was in a 
situation to be presented to the world, and it was 
his desire that it should be presented at once, so 
that he American people might judge upon the great 
question involved. ‘Though he rejoiced to hear the 
gentleman from Massachusetts come out, and he 
hoped he would be prepared to meet the issue he 
had himself made, Mr. P. was not at present to 
be drawn into the discussion. 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved to lay the resolution 
and proposed amendment on the table. 

-Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 74, nays 149. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. HOWARD did not consider the amendment 
of any great consequence, and had himself rather 
the resolution passed without it, inasmuch as the 
gentleman had made the call an absolute one, and 
on account of the remarks made by him upon it. He 
knew the reluctance of the House to entertain debate 
then; ahd would only say, that if the gentleman from 
Virginia was in? possession of any information to 
satisfy him that the correspondence, if there was 
any, Was not in a condition to see the light, it was 
more than Mr. H. knew, for he had no such infor- 
mation, The gentleman must permit him to say 
that he (Mr. H.) did not believe there was any 
thing in it, if such correspondence existed, which 
the Government was*either afraid or ashamed to 
exhibit to that House, or.to the American nation. 

With great respect to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr. H. must say that he would have 
thought it as well to have postponed the whole sub- 
ject till a more fitting opportunity, till the President 
ofthe United States had had an opportunity of send- 
ing a message on the subject of our foreign rela- 
ons generally. 

Mr. GRENNELL considered this call for the 
correspondence which had taken place between the 
United States Government and the Government of 
Texas, a matter of very great importance to the 
people of the United States. The people of the 
country are anxious to know the whole length and 
breadth of the correspondence without any reserve, 
and therefore it was that he should go for the reso- 
lution, and against the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes.) He op- 
posed the proposition to amend, because he could 
not see how, in any possible manner, it could be 
incompatible with the public interest to make pub- 
lie the correspondence called for, if there was any 
such correspondence in existence. He wished to 






the kind in existence. 
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see every thing which had passed between the Ex- 

ecutive of the United States and the authorities of 

Texas, in relation to the annexation of that Terri- 
tory to the United States, if there was any thing of 
He was not aware that any 
such matter had been in agitation between the two | 
Governments, and he was astonished at the an- | 
nouncement that a correspondence had been going 
on tending to that monstrous result. 
The CHAIR ‘eminded the gentleman that the | 
merits of the question, in relation to the annexation | 
! 


“of Texas to the United States, were not open for 


discussion on the resolution before the House. 
Mr. GRENNELL had no desire to overstep | 
the rules of order, as he paid very great respect to | 


- . \| 
the rules and the suggestions of the Chair. He | 
| 


would say, however, that he would not leave it to 

the discretion of the President of the United States | 
to determine whether or not it would be proper to | 
withhold the correspondence called for. 
not leave it to the President's discretion to deter- 
mine whether it was, or was not to be divulged. 


He shovld demand the publication of the docu- | 


ment without reference to the views of the Presi- 
dent, and he should do so because of the most 
novel and extraordinary position in which we were 
placed. 
interests and concerns, but it has a further reach 
and bearing, touching our relations with Mexico, 
and perchance with some of the Governments of 
Europe. He did not look upon this question of the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, in the 


same light which he presumed some other gentle- | 


men looked upon it. It was not the mere matter 
of connecting it wiih the United States, without 
imposing upon the United States any obligations 
thereby, but it must be recollected that by that act 
we are casting our lot with theirs in every difficulty 
which may arise between that country and Mexico, 
or any other Government. 

The CHAIR again reminded the gentleman that 
the question as to the expediency of annexing 
Texas to the United States was not before the 
House, and could not now be discussed. 

Mr. GRENNELL would then only say, that he 
regarded this question as a matter of such vital” 
interest to the whole people of the country that 
he would leave nothing to the discretion of the 
President of the United States. He would make a 
plain demand of the Executive to communicate the 
correspondence to the Honse, and tothe country; 
but he would not leave it with him to sav whether 
or not the public interest required that it should not 
be published. 2 

Mr. PYNUM regretted that this question should 
be agitated at this time, because he could not see 
what benefit could ultimately arise from it. He 
believed, for various reasons, that the discussion 
and agitation of the subject at this time was en- 
tirely inexpedient, and he therefore most sincerely 
regretted that it had been brought to our notice by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts at this period of 
a session of Congress which was convened for a 
special object, having nothing to do with the one 
referred to in the resolution now before the House. 
He was not disposed, as some gentlemen appeared 
to be, to enter into the consideration and discus- 
sion of the various subjects suggested by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) he- 
cause those subjects were not now properly before 


with the rules of order, be entered into; but he 
would take this occasion to say that, when- 
ever they did come before the House in a pro- 
per manner, he would express his sentiments 
in relation to them freely and fully, and with- 
out the least reserve. In relation to the reso- 
lution which had been introduced by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, and was now before the 
House, he would say that he was prepared to vote 
for it, if it was accompanied by the amendment 
submitted by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Haynes,) but without that amendment he could 
not sustain it, and if the amendment was not adopt- 
ed, he hoped the House would reject the resolation. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts, in his humbie 
judgment, was the last gentleman in the House 
that should have fntroduced such a resolution into 
this body without being accompanied by the quali- 


He would | 


The matter affects not only our internal | 


i! the 
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| fications and restrictions moved by the gentleman 
from Georgia. What was the question involved 
in the original resolution? Why, it assumes that 
this House possesses that power which the Consti- 
Intion vests alone in the Executive department. 
It sets aside entirely Executive discretion in relation 
to these all-important matters, and calls upon him 
to lay before the world all the correspondence in 
relation to this particular subject, no matter how 
detrimental it might be to the public interest. He 
believed that the resolution, without the proposed 
amendment, was wholly improper and unwarrant- 
ed. What department of the Government had the 
exclusive control of all matters in relation to trea- 
ties? and what department had the sole treaty- 
making power? Why it was the Executive de- 
partment, subject only to the ratification by the 
Senate of all such treaties. Bet the gentleman from 
Massachusetts says, that this is a matter which 
concerns the whole nation, and therefore it is ne- 
cessary that we should demand of the Executive 
to surrender up his power into our hands. This 
appeared to him (Mr. B.) to be a most extraordi- 


|| nary doctrine, and one which he could never yield 


his assent to. The gentleman says that he is pre- 
| pared to vole against the amendment, and that it 
is not to be left to the discretion of the Executive 
to say whether it would be proper or improper to 
make public the correspondence. He took it that 
two honorable gentlemen from Massachu- 
setts had presumed too much; they have pre- 





the House, and could not, in strict accordance | 


sumed upon conclusions that they have not given 
evidence sufficient to justify. It appeared to him 
|| that there might be a propriety or an impropriety 
|} in the communication of this matter to the House. 
|| Although the honorable gentlemen may take it for 
\| granted that the Executive had no control over the 
|} matter, and that it should be immediately commu- 
|} nicated to the House, there ave other gemlemen 
|| who have not come so precipitately and rapidly to 
that conclusion. Mr. B. was not prepared to as- 
sent to the proposition-of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, that itis entirely improper to consider 
this question in any other way than that the people 
demanded the correspondence to be made public, 
and that, therefore, it should be spread before the 
world; nor would he consent that there was no 
propriety in advocating the annexation. He had 
as good a right to his own opinion in relation to 
|| this matter as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had to his, and therefore the gentleman should not 
|} now attempt to force upon them any thing for the 
|} public opinion of the country which their own con- 
victions would not warrant them in believing. If 
the Executive believed that it was improper to 
disclose the correspondence at this time, the 
House would surely not endeavor to compel 
him to lay it befure the public, and thereby, 
perhaps, preveht the Government from mak- 
ing an advantageous arrangement with that 
Government, if any such arrangement was on 
foot. If the Executive was in the act of 
making a treaty with the Government of Texas, 
the premature disclosure of the correspondence in 
relation thereto would break it off, which might be 
detrimental to the interests of the United States. It 
might be,for aught he knew, that two-thirds of the 
people of the United States were in favor of the 
annexation of Texas, or it might be that two-thirds 
were opposed to it, when the question should be put 
to them; but if we are to take the conclusions of 
the two gentlemen from Massachusetts, the country 
has already decided against the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. Now he was not willing to 
“come to any such conclusion, nor would he adopt 
any measure which would have a tendency to pre- 
vent that measure being adopted. He would vote 
for the resolution, provided it was in the form of 
all other resolutions of this character, and publish 
the correspondence, if it was in a proper condition 
to be published; if, however, it was not iy such a 
condition, he would oppose its publication. He 
saw no cause for alarm and excitement in relation 
to this matter, and when the subject came up fairly 
he hoped we would consider and discuss it cooily 
and calmly, and in a statesman-like manner. He 
hoped that the amendment might be adopted; and 
if it was, he should vote for the resolution. He 
considered that the discretion should be left with 
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he Executive Department of communicating or 
withholding the correspondence, amid that it was 
entirely improper to attempt to take this discretion 
from the department. 

Mr. WISE understood by the decision of the 
Chair, that it was not proper to enter into a d’scus- 
sion of the merits of the question on the resolution 
vending. 

The CHAIR said he had so decided the resola- 
tion, being merely a call for information. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he considered the de- 
cision eurrect, but he wished to inquire whether he. 
could be permitted to reply to the remarks made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts in relativn to 
the annexation of Texas tothe Union. — 

The CHAIR stated that he had endeavored 
to confine gentlemen to the question before the 
House, and ‘aid that, at the moment the gent'eman 
fiom Massachusetts had made the remark, he had 
stated thatthe gent’eman cou'd not be permitted to 
enter into a discuss'on of the merits of the question 
in relation to the anaexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

Mr. WISE considered this ecision as perfectly 
correct, and only regretied that the ceatleman fioin 
Massachusetts-‘had not been called to order sooner, 
as that gentlenan had taken sever: occasions to 
ciscuss the question ‘in relation to the independence 
of Texas, and the 2nnrxation of Texas to the Uni- 
te} States, and he hss alwavs manaced to discuss 
these questions sing'e-handed, without other centfe- 
men having the opp 
ments, thus giving those opposed to Texasall the 
benefit of his ec parte arguments. 

Mr. W. had only to say that he was now ready 
fo discuss the question upon the issne presented 
hy the genileman fiom Mass chusetts to the coun- 
try, and he was also prepared to show that this 
was nota new auestion. Whenever the quest'on 
came up, he would meet the gentleman on the 
ground he had taken, and disctiss the question with 
him fully and fairly; but as the rules did not now 
permit him, he must withhold going into the sab- 
ject at present. From the information he had re- 
ceived, he considered himself at the time justified 
m saving that the correspondence was not in a con- 
d:tion to be presented to the country; but as many 
ofthe friends of Texas believe that it was ina 
proper state to go forth to the world, he was willing 
that it shou'd be published. As to the question of 
disunion being raised here by gentlemen on this 
question, he would not countenance it. 

The CHAIR stated that the question of union or 
disunion could not be discussed on the pending re- 
solution, neither could the question in relation to 
the annexation of ‘Texas be discussed. He heped, 
therefore, that gen'lemen micht confine themse: -es 
to the question before the House. 

Mr. BELL, after some remarks on the prema- 
tureness of this discussion, important as was the 
subject it involved, by patting aside the all-al scrb- 
ing question upon which Congress had been con- 
vened, moved that the Ifouse proceed to the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG snegesied that the House 
finish what other business was before it, and pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day to-morrow, on the first 
b:ll reported from the Cominittee of Ways and 
Means, (to postpone the fourth instalment of depo- 
site of the pablic money.) 

The motion to proceed to the orders was re- 
ected. 

Mr. HAYNES expressed his great astonishment 
at the epposition to his amendment, coming from 
the quarter it did, that of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. Mr. H. said he had never known -a 
peremptory message sent to the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. HOLSEY addressed the House at some 
length on the amendment of his colleague, and the 
question of assumption of power on the part of the 
House in making an absolute call upon the Execu- 
tive. He contended that an unqualified call upon 
him was at variance with the form, and in conflict 
with the genius aud spirit, of the Constituuon. He 
believed that such an imperative call was unprece- 
dented in the history of the Government. 


Mr. CUSHING propounded a question to Mr. 
Wise. That gentleman had admitted or declared 


riunity of replying to his a'ene - 
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that there existed a secret correspondence between 


| the Government of the United States and that of 
| Texas, through their Ministers, and he wished to 


ask the -gentleman from Virginia, (though Mr. © 
admitted it was a question he had no right to ask, 
and the gentleman was uader no obligation to an-, 
swer,) from or through what channel he came to 
the knowledge of the existence of that confidential 
correspondence, and of its character. . 

Mr. WISE replied, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts having admitted that he had no 
right to put the question, nor that Mr. W. was 


bound to answer it, he should stand apon his right,” 


and not answer it. Mr. W. said he would excul- 
pate the Secretary of State, or any one represent- 
ing Texas, or its friends ihere; but he came by it 
fairly, and in a manner that any other gentleman 
wonld. No one had been guilty of any breach of 
confidence. *He submitted to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, whose motives he respected, whether 
he had not penctrated a little too far in asking the 
question. 

Mr. BIDDLE was prepared to meet the question 
of Texas at any time, and he wi~hed every vote 
given by him there to be accompanied with the dis- 
linet understanding, that 4: was a warm opponent 
to the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. CALHOON said that he would vote for the 
resolution, with or without the amendment, because 
he thought that the rep:«seniatives from the South 
and West ought to prove atall times that they were 
ready to meet any and every question connected 
with the affairs of Texas, which looked to its an- 
nexation to this Union. For his own part, he was 
at all times ready to take his ground. 

He was induced to yote against the resolutions 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, when he 
announced that he had no intention of calling the 
attention of Congress to the subject in any short 
time. If we were not to act upon the information, 
he did not see the necessity at this time ef calling 
for it, unless it was intended to operate elsewhere. 
He thought he had seen, in a speech which the gen- 
tleman delivered at the last session, as well as in a 
publication lately put forth by a distinguished indi- 
vidual at the north, a desire to invoke foreign in- 
terference in the final conflict which was to take 
place upon this subject. 

Mr. D\WSON appealed to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to accept the amendment of his (Mr. 
D’s) colleague. He was in favor of the resolution, 
because this was the best time to lay the informa- 
tion before the people, who could discuss the sub- 
ject with calmness and deliberation. He was op- 
posed to making an absolute call upon the Execn- 
tive. He expresse! a hope, that whenever the 
gestion came up, it woukl be discussed by them 
without reference to party feelings, but as states- 
men and as patriots, 

The proviso of Mr. Haynes was then agieed to 
without a division. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution, but they were refused, 
and it was adopted without a count. 

The House then took up the following re$olu- 
tion, submitted by Mr. Apams on yesterday : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, so far 
as the public interest will permit, the correspon- 
dence between the Government of the United 
States and that of Great Britain, relating to the 
North Eastern Boundary of the United States, 
since the message of the late President to the Se- 
nat «: the United States, of the 15th of June,1836. 

Mr. HOWARD moved to amend it by inserting 
an dditional clause, as follows: “‘And all corre- 
spondence taken place since that period between 
the Government of the United States and the Go- 
vernor of the State of Maine, on the subject of the 
alleged violation of the rights of the citizens of 
Maine. 

Mr. HOWARD explained the object of his 
amendment to be to obtain a knowledge of all the 
facts in relation to the subject, as well the attitude 
the Federal Government towards the State of Maine 
as that towards Great Britain. The resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetis did not go far 
enough. 

Mr. ADAMS accepted the Amendment as a mo- 


— 
dification of his resolution; and so modified, jt 
agreed to. m 6a 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, submitted the fullow)y, 
resolution: 8 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Honse do 
cure and canse to be printed for the use 
members of this House, copies of all the acis cf 
the several State Legislatures of this Union, enacts; 
since the 10th day of May last, authorizing or rele. 
ting to the suspension of specie payments hy the 
banks, or any of them chartered by the said ‘Stay 
Lezi-'otures respectively. : 

Mr. SNYDER, en leave, submited the fo 
ing resolution, which, under the rule, lies oye 
dav for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury ; .. 
form this House at what time the Bank of the Star 
of Missouri was made a deposite bank, and what 
amount of its own notes said bank had in eirey);. 
tion, and what amount of specie it had in its vay\ic 
when it was selected. Also, what amount of yy). 
ney is now in the hands of the receivers of puilic 
moneys in Illinois, and where the same is now or. 
dered to be «posited. 

Mr. LOOMIS, on leave, submitied the following 
resvution, which also lies over one day: 

Fyolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
prepare and report to this House as soon as may 
be convenient, a statement showing what method 
have been adopted for the safe keep'ng of the pub. 
lic funds, since the first organization of the Go. 
vernment under the Constisut:on; the length of tine 
that each method has been in use, designating the 
several changes, and when made, and what logge, 
ultder each method have been sustained by th 
Treasury, in consequence of defaleation of ageni; 
or officers so entrusted with the funds for saje 
keeping. 

Mr. GHOLSON, on leave, submitted the follow. 
ing resolution, which was*agreed to: 

Resolved, That the resolution of this House, 
adopted on the 9th September instant, for the Go. 
vernment of the standing committees of this House, 


rm. 


Of the 


OW: 
T One 


_ be rescinded, so far as the same relates to the Con 


mittee of Elections. 

A joint resolution from the Senate for the ap- 
pointment of Chaplains to the two Houses was laid 
on the table, inasmuch as the House had perforn- 
ed their part of that duty yesterday. a 

Two joint resolutions, Ist. For the appointment 
of a joint Committee on Enrolled Bills; ani 
2 For a joint committee on the Library, were 
severally concurred in, and the committees erdere! 
to be appointed by. the Chair on the part of the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Taurspay, Sept. 14,-1837. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two remonstraices 
from the city and county of Philadelphia, against 
the admission of Texas into the Union; which were 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER here observed that he ha¢ i 
his possession several memorials «n the same su!- 
ject to present, but that he shou! defer doing » 
until he ascertained what was to be the action of 
the other body in reference to it; and he took the 
present opportunity of stating why he had not pi- 
sented them. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Financ’, 
reported the following bills: 

A BILL to authorize merchandise te be deposite! 
in the public stores, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represe- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congres 
assembled, That from ana after the passage of ths 
act, all goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, (except {ruits and other pe 
rishable articles, which sha!l pay duties in cash 4! 
the time of entry,) may, at the option of the im 
porter, be entered, and tne duties thereon then pai, 
or be deposited, at the expense and risk of the im- 
porter, in such public or other stores as may b& 
agreed upon between the importer and the collec 
tor, or officer of inspection of the revenue for the 
port where said goods, wares, and merchandise ma\ 
be landed; and it shall be the duty of the collect! 
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“officer, in all eases where goods, wares, or mer- 
tt aise are SO deposited, to see that they be kept 
chan jy, and under-the joint locks of the inspector 
ee importer; and no delivery shal! be made of 
= goods, wares, Or merchandise, without a per- 
in writing, under the hand of the collector and 


ficer of the port. , 
~— 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 


vefal for the importer, or his assignee, to with- 
aw, at any time, any portion of goods, wares, or 
merchandise, deposi'ed as aforesaid, upon payment 

f the duties thereupon in cash, together with such 
yoraze xud other expenses as may have accrued 
Ss And be it furtker enacted, That if the 
duties on any goods, wares, Or merchandise, depo- 
«tet under the provisions of this act, or which 
gall remain unclaimed in the public stores, shall 
not have been paid in the manner aforesaid, at the 
expiration of three years from the date of impor- 
auon, it shalf be the duty of the collector to cause 
« much of goods, wares, or merchandise, as may 
ye necessary, to be sold at public auction; and, re- 
mining the sum required for the payment of the 
jut es which have not been paid, together with the 
expenses of safe-keeping and sale of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall return the overplus, if 
any, to the owner, or to his agent or lawful repre- 
sentative. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
soods, Wares; or merchandise, deposited under the 
provisions of this act, shall be embezzled, or frau- 
julently hid, or removed: from any store or place 
wherein the same sha!l have been deposited, they 
shall be forfeited, and the person or persons so 
embezzling, hiding, or removing the same, or aiding 
or assisting therein, shall be liable to the saine 
pains and penalties as if such goods, wares, or 
merchandise had been fraudulently landed without 
payment of duty. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all goods, 
wares, and merchandise deposged under the provi- 
sions of this act, may be transported from the pub- 
lic warehouses, or such stores as may be occupied 
for public use in one district to those in another dis- 
trict, under such safe regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may prescribe. 

Sec. 6. And be il further enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandise deposited under this act, 
shall be taken or delivered from the public stores 
jot consumption or for exportation, except upon 
due entry at the custom-house, and under care of 
some proper Officer of the customs, and upon pay- 
ment of the full amount of duties, when not imme- 
dately exported: Provided, however, That goods 
may be taken out or delivered for the purpose of 
transportation; from the public warehouses in one 
district to those of any other district, as allowed in 
the fifth section of this act, without the payment of 
the duty thereon at the time of removal: Provided, 
also, that, in all such cases, twenty-four hours? pre- 
vious nolice shall be given in writing to the collec- 
tor, with a specific description of the goods intended 
to be so transported, with the name of the vessel or 
vessels in which they were imported. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no draw- 
back of the duties shall be allowed on the exporta- 
tion of any goods, wares, or merchandise, whjch 
may have been deposited under the provisions of 
this act, in the public stores, and subsequently with- 
drawn therefrom, and the duties then paid; but the 
owner, if desiring to be relieved from the payment 
of duties, must export the goodsat the time of their 
withdrawal from the public stores, in the manner 
before provided. 

Sec. 8. And be it filrther enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, autho- 
rized to make such rules and regulations as may 
be necessary to carry this act into effect; and that 
all acts, or parts.of acts, contrary to the provisions. 
of this act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 
A BILL imposing additional duties as depositories, 

in certain cases, on public officers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
talives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembied, That the Treasurer of the United States, 
the treasurers of the Mint and its branches, all col- 
leetors of the customs, and surveyors acting in that 
capacity, all receivers of public money, and post- 
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masters, be, and they are hereby, required to keep || cretary of the Treasury shall, with as much expedli- 


safely, without loaning or using, all the public 
money collected by them, or otherwise at any time 
placed in their possession, till the same is ordered 
by the proper department to be transferred or paid 
out; in which cases, the transfers and payments 
shall be faithfully made by them as directed, and 
all other duties performed as fiscal agents, which 
‘may be imposed by this or former acts of Congress, 
or by any regulation of the Treasury Department 
made in conformity thereto. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all mar- 
shals, district attoreeys, and others having public 
money to pay over, and all patentees wishing to 
make payment to the United States, may make the 
same to the Treasurer in this city, orto the Mint 
and its branches, when near or convenient; and, 
when not, may deposite the same with such col- 
lector, receiver, or other depository, as may be 
more conveniently situated, and may be selected 
for that purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 3. 4nd leit further enacted, That whenever 
the public money in the possession of any deposi- 
iory, by collection, transfer, or payment, shall be 
inconveniently situated for public use, or shall ac- 
cumulate so as to exceed the amonnt of the existing 
bond of any such officer, any part of it, or the ex- 
cess (as the case may be) shall either be drawn oat 
for payments, or be transferred elsewhere to some 
other depository; or the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall require such addiiional security as may he 
con-idered proper and safe; and in the mean time, 
bonds, new and suitable in their terms, shall in all 
cases, at as early a day as pess ble after the pas- 
sage of this act, be required of all depositories, in 
such sums and form as may be deemed reasonab!e 
and secure by the Solicitor of the Treasury, for the 
performance of all the duties required under the 
same or any previous laws. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 

officers, respectively may be atlowed any necessary 
additional expenses for clerks, fire-proof chests, or 
vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe-keeping, 
transferring, and disbursing: said moneys; all such 
expenses, of every character, to be first expressly 
authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, whose 
directions upon all the above subjects, by way of 
regulation and otherwise, are to be strictly followed 
by all the said officers. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
crctary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause examinations to be made of the 
books, accounts, and money on hand, of the several 
officers charged by this act with the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys; 
and for that purpose to appoint special agents, as 
occasion may require, with such reasonable com- 
pensation as he may allow, to be fixed and declar- 
ed at the time of each appointment; which said 
examinations, in all cases where the sum en hand 
usually exceeds three-fourths of the amount of the 
officer’s bond, shall not be made less frequently 
than once in each year, and as much more fre- 
quently, in those and all other cases, as the S:creta- 
ry, in his discretion, shall direct. The agents se- 
lected to make these examinations shall be instruct- 
ed to examine as well the books, accounts, and re- 
turns of the officer, as the money on hand, and the 
manner of its being kept, to the end that uniformi- 
ty and accuracy in the accounts, as well as safety 
to the public moneys, may be secured thereby. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, as a further guard over the pub- 
lic moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval officer 
and surveyor, asa check upor the collector of the 
customs of their respective districts; of each register of 
a land office,as acheck upon the receiver of his land 
office; and of the director and superintendent of 
each mint and branch mint, as a check upon the 
treasurers, respectively, of the said mints, at the 
close of each quarter of the year, and as much 
more frequently as they shall be directed to do so 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, to examine the 
books, accounts, returns, and money on hand, of 
the collectors, receivers, and treasurers, and to 
make a full, accurate, and faithful return to the 
Treasury Department of their condition. 

Sec. 7. find be it further enacted, That the Se- 


tion as the convenience of the public business and 
the safety of the public funds will permit, withdraw 
the balances remaining with the late and present 
depositories of the public moneys, and confine the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of those 
moneys to the depositories established by this act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
payr ent of the expenses .uthorized by this act, a 
sufficient sum be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Trea- 

Sury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
charged by this act with the safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public money, are hereby 
required to keep an accurate entry of e+ch sum re- 
ceived, and of the kind of money in which it is re- 
ceived, and of each payment or transfer, and of the 
kind of currency in which they are made; and that 
ifany one of the said officers shall convert to his 
own, use, in any way whatsoever, or sha!l use by 
way of investment in any kind of property or inecr- 
chandise, or shall Joan with or without interest, any 
portion of the public moneys entrusted to Inm for 
safe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an embezz'ement of so much of the 
said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, in- 
vested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared to 
be a high misdemeanor; and any officer or person 
convicted thereof before any court cf the Unirel 
States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced 
to imprisonment for a term of not less than two, nor 
more than five, years, and toa fine equal to the 
amount of the money embezzled. 

A BILL to revoke the charters of such banks, in 
the District of Columbia, as shall not resume 
specie payments within a limited time, and to 
suppress the circulation of small netes therein 
Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 

talives of the United States of America in’ Congress 

assembled, That all penalties impoved on the ban\s 

in the District of Columba, by their charters, or 

otherwise, for a suspension of specie payments, be 

remitted: Provided, ‘They resume specie paymen's 

for all their bi'ls under ten dollars within sixty days, 

and ofall others within six months from the passing of 
thisact: And provided, also, That the sail banks, 

within thirty days from the passing of this act, shall 

cease to pay out the notes, bills, or obligations of any 

corporation, company, or individual, which shai! 

not redeem the same, on demand, in specie: “nd 
provided, further, ‘That the said banks sha'l forth- 
with cease tqreceive in payment, or on deposite, or 
to pay out, any note, bill, or obligation, issued by 

any other bank, or by any corporation, company, 
or individual, of a less denomination than five do!- 

lars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any of 
said banks shall fail to comply with the conditions 
specified in the foregoing section af this xct, the 
charters thereof shall be revoked; and it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Trearury to appoit.t 

three commissioners for liquidating and settling the 
accounts an‘! affairs thereof, and such prosecutions 
shall be instituted by the District Attorney of thi: 

District, for any violation of their obligations to the 
Government and the community, as the facts an: 
the law applicable to the case may render proper, 
beyond what iscontained in the provisions of their 
charters and in this act: Provided, nevertheless, That 
the remedies against said banks, for their liabilities 
and debts, given in their charters, shall remain in 
full force and effect against the property, money, 
credits, and effects thereof, in the hands of the com- 
missioners appointed to liquidate their affairs. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That after the 
expiration of thirty days from the passage of this 
act, it shall be unlawful. for any individual, com- 
pany, or corporation, to issue, pass, .or to offer to 
pass, within the District of Columbia, any note, 
check, draft, bank bill, or any other paper cur- 
rency, of a less denomination than five dollars; 
and if any person or corporation shall vic- 
late the provisions of this secticn, the person 
so offending, or, in case of any corporation so 
offending, the officers of any such corporation for 
the time being, shall be liable to indictment by the 
grand jury of the county within the District where the 
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offence shall have been committed ; and the person 
so offending, or the officers of the corporation so 
offending, shall, ag conviction thefeof, be fined in 
a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, at the discretion 
of the court, for every offence: one-half of said 
fine shall be paid to the prosecutor, the other half 
shall be for the use of the county where the offence 
shall have been committed ; and the person so of- 
fending, and the officer*of any corporation, shall 
also be liable to pay the amount of any note, bill, 
check, draft, or other paper, constituting part of 
such currency, to any holder thereof, with all costs 
incident to the protest and legal collection thereof, 
with fifty per cent. damages for non-payment on 
demand, to be recovered by action summarily and 
without delay, and witha right of immediate dis- 
covery on oath, in all cases where the defendant 
shall deny the issuing, or passing, or attempting to 
pass, the note, bill, check, draft, or other paper in 
question ; and m case of judgment for the plainuff, 
execution thereon shall be had forthwith; and it 
shall be the duty of the District Attorney of the 
District of Columbia to commence prosecutions 
against-all persons and every corporation offending 
against this section, of which he sha}] have know- 
ledge or probable information ; and, in case of cor- 
porations, the prosecution shall be against the 
presitlent, or any director or cashier thereof, for 
the time being; and it shall be the daty of the 
grand jurors to present all such offences of which 
they shall have knowledge or probable information ; 
and that no member of a grand jury shall be igno- 
rant of his duty in this particular, it shall be the 
duty of the court having cognizance of all offences 
against this section to give the same in charge “to 
the grand juries, at the commencement of the first 
term after the passage of this act. . 

Mr. HUBBARD offered a resolution that the 
time of meeting hereafter shall be 10 o’clock, until 
otherwise ordered; which lies on the table. 

STATE DEPOSITES. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, the bill to postpone the payment of 
the fourth instalment of the deposites with the 
States. 

Mr. RIVES said he understood that this day the 
Committee on Finance expected to make a full re- 
port on the subjects which had been referred to 
them. But there was one subject most interesting 
to the country, on which they had not reported at 
all; they had reported no bill to designate the kinds 
of funds in which the public dues are to be re- 
ceived. As Mr. R had understood it to be the 
general sense of the Senate, that no action should 
be had en any measure till all should be reported, 
he would now move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the Committee on Finance 
had taken up the Message of the President, and 
the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, had 
given them a full consideration, and had now re- 
ported all the measures which they proposed to re- 
port, or which they deemed it their duty to report. 
They had considered. the subject mentioned by the 
Senator from Virginia, and had concluded to let 
the law on that subject remain as it is. 

Mr. RIVES said, that not having an opportunity 
to know the views of the committee, he had taken 
it for granted that they would report on every sub- 
ject embraced in the Message and Treasury report, 
both of which, he believed, had suggested that it 
ought to be determined in what kinds of funds the 
revenue should be collected. It was now announced 
by the chairman that no communication from the 
committee would be made on the subject. Mr. R. 
would, therefore, proceed on the assumption that 
the committee intended to leave the laws on that 
subject as they now are; and, that being the case, 
and Mr. R. believing that all the measures pro- 
posed and to he proposed, would have a mutual 
bearing and dependence on each other; and believ- 
ing it to be infinitely more important to the country 
that what Congress should do should be well done, 
rather than done quickly, Mr. R. moved that when 
the Senate adjourned it should adjourn to meet on 
Monday next, that all the bills reported on the sub- 
ject might be examined, compared, and carefully 
considered by members before the Senate came to 
acton them. Mr. R. said it was as inconvenient 
for him to remain here as it would be for any one; 
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but whatever the inconvenience, he preferred that 
all measures should be duly and amply considered. 

Mr. NILES adverted to the fact that they were 
now on the second week of the session, which was 
expected to continue but a few weeks in all, and 
they had yet made no progress. He ¢ommended 
highly the diligence and expedition of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and he had heard with much sur- 
prise a proposition of delay in the Senate. He 
thought it would serve still more to unsettle the 
public mind; and he could not answer it to his con- 
stituents to agree to any delay. 

Mr. WRIGHT said it was but justice to him- 
self and the committee to say, that it was not their 
purpose to press any measure unkind!y, unneces- 
sarily, or prematurely upon the Senate. And even 
if such had been t.eir disposition, it was not in 
their power. But Mr. W. had beén requested by 
the members of the committee to say that the 
committee had already reported all that they ex- 
pected to report on the subject. The com- 
mittee had had free and full consultations with the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subjects referred 
to in the Message and the report, and had now 
submitted to the Senate all the measures which it 
appeared to thers proper to propose. The facts 
before them showed a high necessity of speedy ac- 
tion, onthe two first bills at least, with which the 
latter bills had no intimate connection. Mr. W. 
would, therefore, ask that the first (the postpone- 
ment of the deposite) bill might be considered this 
morning, and to this effect several Senators had 
expressed to him their wishes. Under these evi- 
dences of such a disposition in the body, no one 
could suppose that he (Mr. W.) had any desire un- 
kindly to press the action of the Senate on any sub- 
ject. 

Mr. RIVES said he did not attribute any un- 
kindness to the Senator. He knew too well his ac- 
customed parliamentary courtesy to suspect him of 
such a disposition. But that honorable member, 
as well as the honorable member from Connecticut, 
must perceive, that there were other members whose 
situation was materially different from theirs. 
They from the first had free access to all the docu- 
menis on the subject, and the advantage of free 
communication with the head of the Treasury De- 
partment. But such was not the case with all the 
members, and it was not so with himself. He and 
others had not been aware of the character of the 
President’s Message, till it was communicated; and 
they had not prepared themselves to act on an as- 
sumption of what it might be. Mr. R. therefore 
now asked the privilege of time to consider the sub- 
ject for himself; and not for the purpose, as had 
been intimated by the Senator from Connecticut, of 
private consultation. Mr. R. was determined to 
act on his own responsibility, without private con- 
sultation, and if there had been, or was to be, any 
such consultation, it was not by him. The expec 
lations of the constitutents of the Senator from Con- 
necticut were different from those of Mr. R’s consti- 
tuents,that they should merely set the machine of Go- 
vernmentin operation, and then go home. Mr R. was 
not sent here for the relief of the Government mere- 
ly, but for the relief of the people first; and espe- 
cially Mr. R. did not wish to cast the slightest re- 
proach on the Committee on Finance, but they 
would permit him to say, that he did not perceive 
in the measures which the committee had proposed, 
any thing to relieve the sufferings of the commu- 
nity. They were merely convenient for the Go- 
vernment, and were so far important. But Mr. 
R. felt bcund to his constituents to provide some 


remedy, if any could be found, for their distresses, * 


and those of the community at large; and there was 
one which Mr. R. thought very obvious. Restore 
but cenfidence through the country, and it would 
again at once be erect and prosperous. But where 
was any thing from the committee that could have 
any such tendency? 

Such a measure Mr. R. was desirous to see; and if it 
shonld appear from no other quarter, he wonld take 
it upon himself, humble as he was, to offer some 
measure having a tendency to produce that fesult, 
and relieve the distresses of his bleeding country. 
Gentlemen had compared the economy of a short 
session with the great interests of thecountry. But 
Mr. R. thought if economy alone were to be con- 















sidered, it would be more economical and save 4, 
mileage of a double session, to hold but one eatin 
instead of two, and to go at once upon the cam h 
business of the nation. - 

Mr. R. had nd disposition to remain here; } 
private interests demanded that he should be « 
home. But he would sacrifice every such interes 
and every personal convenience, on the altar of jy, 
country. Now, if ever, was the time to resto, 
confidence; and now, while the elements of nation, 
al relief and prosperity were lying dormant befo,, 
them, and only requiring the breath of Congress :, 
put them in action, he called upon gentlemen y,, 
merely to ,think of providing facility for the opera. 
tions of Government, but to look to the great jnte. 
rests of the people. ° ; 

Mr. R. believed that something might be dope 
for the good of thecommunity. If the Governmen, 
could do harm, it could also do good. He mean 
no reproaches—all Governments were capable of 
doing harm, as well as good, and it was peculiarly 
incumbent on ours, at the present crisis, to do what 
it could for the good of the country, and tu the fyi 
extent of its power. But they ought not to act oy 
trust. However others might act, Mr. R. couji 
not act, to h's sa‘isfaction, without examination by 
himself. He repeated, that he deemed it infinitely 
more important for them to act well than hastily, 
He might not be so happy as to comprehend these 
subjects as readily as others; but he deeply felt their 
importance, both to he present welfaye, and to al! 
the future destinies of the country. 

Whether the session should be long or shor, 
whether continued.to the ‘next or not, depended oy 
the wisdom and responsibility of Congress. But if 
these great and important subjects could not be 
well and deliberately disposed of before the first of 
December, Mr. R. would, by all means, remain; 
and he felt now ready to take the oath of the 
members of the French convention, not to disperse 
till the country should be relieved. As yet, Mr. R. 
had not seen one measure proposed for this pur 
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se. 

a CALHOUN was understood to say that no 
one was more deeply impressed than he, with. the 
difficulty and danger of the present emergency. (/ 
the many difficult scenes through which the coun- 
try had passed in the last twenty-five years, this 
was by far the most difficult. Seeing and believing 
this, Mr. C. was here to do his duty, regardless of 
all other considerations. He made a few mor 
remarks as to the remedies proposed and thow 
which it is best to adopt; the most significant and 
important parts of which were uttered too low to 
be distinctly heard by the reporter. He urged with 
much earnestness the importance of acting with 
promptitude and boldness. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he felt himself bound, in 
pursuance of his pledge, to give as early an oppor 
tunity of considering the measures proposed by the 
Committee on Finance as was consistent with con- 
siderable legislative deliberation. That which go 
verned him in this ease, to a great degree, was the 
apprehension which he felt, (perhaps it might be 
erroneous and unfounded,) that no measures were 
likely to be offered to Congress, under the recom- 
mendation of the Message or Treasury repor, 
which would meet with his approbation. 

«In the mean time, Mr. WesstTer was as realy 
as the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) to stay 
here till May next, if necessary; but whatever pro- 
crastination was indulged in here, was a protrac- 
tion of the evil oppressing the country. He hoped, 
therefore, the Senator- from Virginia would agree 
to consent that the measure first proposed by the 
committee be now brougkt before the Senate, and 
be now examined, because there are other mea 
suresdependent upon it. The first step, as it seemed 
to him (Mr. W.) the most proper to be decided 
upon was, whether the payment of the fourth i- 
stalment should be postponed, because the period 
was now hear at hand when that instalment was 10 
have been paid. This question ought to be settled 
one way or the other. They were bound, in con- 
sideration of the great suffering and distress now 
oppressing the country, to make trial of som 
measures. 


Mr. RIVES said, that as it appeared to him there 
was a disposition in the Senate to take up this bil, 
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_lieved the exact date was the 28th of August,) 


‘towards the, October instalment. 






snd as he understood the Senator from Massachu- 
tis (Mr. Webster) felt a personal interest in its 
mediate consideration—intending to deliver his i 
vatiments on it to-day—he (Mr. R.) would with- | 
jraw his motion. It was, however, his decided 





opinion, that the action demanded of them on all 
shese measures Was not simply and merely to put 
the Government 1n- motion again, but to provide 
fectual and immediate relief for the people in pre- 
ference to affording aid, in the first place, to Go- 
vernment. ‘This object he (Mr. R.) thought not 
very likely to be promoted by taking up this bill; 
pat, in compliance with the general opinion of the 
Senate, he should withdraw his motion. 

Mr. WEBSTER then arose, and delivered his 

centiments at large against the Postponement bill. 
* Mr. WRIGHT said it might become him to say 
a few words in relation to the bill before the Senate. 
His position in reference to this and other bills, 
perhaps, required him todo so. He would, however, 
confine himself strictly to the present subject, and 
w the most brief justification of his own course, 
and that of a majority of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, tho had concurred with him in reporting 
the bill. 
» Immediately upon the appoir tment of the com- 
mittee, and the reference to it of the important 
subjects ‘reated of in the Message of the President, 
and the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the committee found that the Treasury of the United 
States was, very soon, to be in want of means to 
meet the current demands upon it, without regard 
to any further transfer to the States. They also 
found that this fourth instalment of the deposites 
with the States was to become payable on the first 
day of October, and amounted to about nine and 
one-third millions of dollars. 

The state of the Treasury, as developed by the 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, was, as 
he now reccllected, and he thought he could not be 
materially mistaken, thal, at the time when the 
statement appended to that report was made up, 
about the first day of the present month, (he be- 






































there was in the Treasury, subject to draft, availa- 
ble and unavailable, but eight millions one hun- 
dred and some odd thousand dollars. The report 
was printed, and upon the table of every Senator, 
‘and would verify hjs correctness in this particular. 
This amount was exclusive of the sums already 
deposited with the States, being some twenty-eight 
millions. 

To arrive at what would be the condition of the 
Treasury on the first of October, the expenses of 
the present month, which, from drafts already 
made and anticipated, were estimated at about two 
and a half millions, must be deducted from the 
eight millions, one hundred and odd thousands; 
thus leaving in the Treasury, subject to draft, on 
the first day of October, less than six millions, 
without the transfer of a dollar to the States 
This, too, in- 
cluded all the funds in the Treasury subject to 
draft for payments, or transfers to the States, 
whether available or not, upon the drafts of the 
Treasurer; the funds on deposite with the States not 
being taken into the computation. 

If, then, the October instalment was to be trans- 
ferred to the States, all the means in the Treasury 
of all descriptions, on the day when that instalment 
was, by the deposite law, made transferrable, would 
not be equal to two-thirds of the amount, and money 
must be borrowed upon the credit of the United 
States, to supply the deficiency. 

Another and stronger view, however, was pre- 
sented to the committee by the head of the Trea- 
sury Department. The largest portion of the 
funds in the Treasury at present, and which would 
remain there on the first of October, were wholly 
unavailable upon the drafts of the Treasurer. 
They were in the western and southwestern banks; 
and experience had already shown that the drafts 
of the Treasurer upon these banks would-not be 
received in payment by the public creditors. It was 
equally proved that the States, other than those 
in which the banks were located, would not 
take those drafts and give their obligations for 
a repayment of the amount in money, in pur- 
suance of the provisions of the deposite jaw. 
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The transfer to the States, therefore, could not be 
made even to the amount of the funds in the Treat 
sury subject to draft, oy reason ef the character of 
the funds to be drawn upon; and, if to be made, a 
loan, to a much greater amount than the deficiency 
of those funds upon paper, would be rendered in- 
dispensable, from the unavailable condition of 
these funds. 

Sull, it would be seen by the Senate, that this 
disposition of the funds in the Treasury, and of the 
public credit, woald leave the Treasury without a 
dollar to answer the current demands upon it. The 
appropriations for the year were large, almost be- 
yond example, and the current calls upon the pub- 
lic Treasury must be measured by them. Hence 
it had been an object of primary interest with the 
Secretary to devise the means for carrying on the 
Government, and fulfilling its obligations to the 
public creditors, and in reaching that object he had, 
as he Mr. W. considered, wisely and properly, sus- 
pended his efforts to make this last transfer to the 
States. In pursuance of this necessity, he had to!d 
Congress, in his printed report, that he should make 
no movements towards the accomplishment of that 
object, until the action of Congress should signify 
its will that that transfer should still be made, and 
should provide the méans for making it. These 
facts and conclusions were fully before the com- 
mittee. 


It then became necessary for them to see what 
would be the state of the public Treasury, upon the 
supposition that the October instalment of the de- 
posite with the States should be- withheld. In pro- 
secuting that inquiry, they found that the funds in 
the Treasury, subject to draft, were, to so great an 
extent, unavailable, that it would be indispensably 
necessary to resort to the use of the credit of the 
Government, in some form, to anticipate the practi- 
cal use of the unavailable portions of those funds 
for the purpose of current payments, 

At this stace of the ingniry, two other impertant 
interests, both peblic and private in their character, 
pressed themselves-upoh the attention of the com- 
mittee. In any settlement with+the late deposite 
banks, which shoyld have proper regard to the pre- 
sent deranged And depressed state of the business 
of the country, and to the security of the public 
moneys yet remaining in their possession, the com- 
mittee were forced to the conclusion that indul- 
gence to these institutions, beyond their legal liabi- 
lities, was indispensable. The cdnclusions of the 
committee upon this point had been embodied in 
the shape of a bill, and was now before the Se- 
nate ina printed form. The other great interest to 
which he referred was a. similar indulgence upon 
the revenue bonds. There, also, the committee had 
repor‘ed a bill which was before the body. In both 
cases, the least indulgence had been proposed, which 
the committee believed to be consistent with the 
great private interests of the community, or the 
security of the public property involved. They 
had been induced to bel'eve, that the time granted 
to the banks was the least which would enable them 
to meet the payments in the manner required by 
law,and that any dependence upon a ore speedy 
collection of the merchants’ bonds would result 
in disappointment to the public Treasury, anda 
consequent failure to pay the public ereditors. 


It being assumed that Congress wonldagree with 
the committee in tkese conclusions, and that these 
bills would meet with approbation, what then 
would be the state of the Treasury with reference 
to a transfer of the October instalment to the States? 


Mr.W. said he understood the estimates of the De- 
partment to be, that without these indulgences to the 
banks and the merchants, and with the postpone- 
ment of the October instalment of the transfer to 
the States, the whole means in the Treasury might 
be adequate to its wants, in case Confess should 
be willing to grant the use of the public credit tem- 
porarily, that that portion of the funds which 
were at present unavailable might be brought into 
practical use, until time should render them avail- 
able for the redemption of that credit. If those in- 
dulgences should be granted, then the use of the 
public credit would be required beyond the current 
year, because material portions of the existing 
means, and of the otherwise accruing revenue, 
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would be placed without tse reach or control of 
Treasury for more than that period, 

Upon these calculations and hypotheses the bills 
of the committee had been framed, and it was now 
his duty to give these facts and conclusions practi- 
cal application to the measure under discussion, 

This was a bill to postpone the October instal- 
ment of the transfer to the States. If he had been 
correct in his statements, and had made himself in- 
tellizible to the Senate, it would be seen that nothing 
existed in the Treasury out of which this transfer 
could be made, and that nothing within its power 
could enable it to make it without the aid of Con- 
gress. It would also be seen that the whole means 
of the Treasury were inadequate to meet the cur- 
rent calls upon it without the temporary aid of the 
credit of the nation; and that, if a reasonable indaul- 
gence were granted te public debtors, (such as the 
condition of the country and the security of even- 
dual collections seemed to demand,) the use of that 
credit must extend beyond the current year, and 
could, at best, be only eventually met and redeemed 
by the means of the Treasury, existing, or in pros- 
pect, without a further transfer to the States. 

In view of these facts, Mr. W. said his own 
mind had been brought to this simple and plain 
conclusion: that the United States had no longer 
any moneys to be safely kept by the States; that if 
the October instalment of the transfer provided for 
by the deposite law of 1836 was made, the means 
to make it must be borrowed upon the credit of the 
United States; and that Congress must place itself 
in the singular position of using the public credit 
to borrow money, merely that it might be safely 
kept by the States when it was obtained. He un- 
derstood these provisions of the deposite law, upon 
their face, to be mere provisions for the safe- 
keeping of the public money. He understood this 
to be the object of those who advocated and sup- 

ported that law at the time of its passage. In that 
sense he was disposed to regard it now; and he did 
not, therefore, view it as creating any claim in 
favor of the States, or as imposing any debt upcen 
the United States. If, therefore, we were called 
upon to borrow money to fulfil the provisions of 
that law, he could only view it in the light of a 
call upon us to borrow money, merely that it 
might be safely kept when so borrowed.” He had 
not felt, and could not feel, himself authorized to 
recommend a loan upon the credit of the nation 
for such a purpose. He believed he spoke the sen- 
timents of those @f his colleagues upon the commit- 
tee, when he said that these were the views which 
hac actuated him and them in consenting to report 
this bill. 


Mr. W. said he owed it to himself to say that 
he had felt most sensibly the remarks of the honora- 
ble Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) as 
to the inconveniences and disappointments which 
must grow out of withholding the transfer of this 
instalment to the States. With a much less know- 
ledge of the varied basiness and pecuniary 
affairs of our extended country than that distin- 
guished Senator, he had not been insensible to these 
considerations. The course pursued by his own 
State, in the disposition of this money, had com- 
pelled him to be awake to them. The law ef his 
State for the investment of its portion of this mo- 
ney had placed the matter even beyond its control, 
and had compelled its chief fiscal officer, long 
since, to announce to its e:tizens that this instal- 
ment would be paid from the treasary of the 
State, whatever might be the action of Congress 
upon the subject. This would, beyond doubt, 
be done, and those who sent him here, and 
whom it was his duty and desire faithfully 
to represent, should this bill pass, would be 
compelled to indemnify, from their own public 
funds, the individuals interested as borrowers 
of these moneys, against disappointment, damage, 
or loss, from the action of Congress. Yet, under 
these delicate and difficult circumstances, he had 
not been able to convince himself that he could pro- 
perly do otherwise than to support the bill. He 
owed a high duty to those constituents, but he 
owed, in his estimation, a higher to the nation 
and to the Constitution of his country. He could not 
think that the power granted to Congress to borrow 
money upon the credit of the United States could 
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be properly exercised, for the mere purpose of 
raising money to be safely kept; and this he must 
conside: the simple question presented. He might 
be mistaken in this view of the matter, but such 
was the deliberate conclusion of his mind, upon 
the most mature reflection, and that conclusion 
must govern his action upon the bill, as it had done 
his action as a member of the committee which re- 
ported it. . 

Having saidthus much, Mr. W. said, he would 
only correct two or three errors of fact into which 
the honorable Senator who had just resumed his 
seat (Mr. Webster)seemed to him to have fallen, 
and he would detain the Senate no longer. 

The honorable Senator seemed to suppose that 
the means to make this transfer to the States were in 
the Treasury, and that the only difficulty, separate 
from the other demands upon it, grew out of the 
present unavailable character of those means. 
The statements he had already made, had shown 
the error of this hypothesis. He had already shown 
that the whole means in the Treasury, even when 
the Secretary of the Treasury made his report, at 
the commencement of our present session, of 
whatever character, whether available or not, 
were less, by more than a million of dollars, 
than the instalment required to be transferred to the 
States under the deposite law. He had further 
shown that those means, such as they were, were, 
before the first of October, when that transfer was 
required to be made, to be still further diminished 
by the whole expenses of the Government for the 
present month, ascertained ard estimated to amount 
to two and a half millions of dollars. Hence it 
would follow, that the whole means in the Treasury 
vt the first day of October next, must be from three 
anda half to four millions less than the transfer 
required. It was in vain, therefore, Mr. W. said, 
to escape from the conclusion, that if Congress 
should insist upon this transfer, it must authorize a 
joan of money upon the public credit, to enable 
the Treasury to make it: in other words, that it 
must authorize a loan of money upon the credit of 
the United States, that that money, when loaned, 
may be deposited with the States for safe keeping. 

Another error of the honorable senator (Mr. 
Webster) which he felt bound to correct, was in 
his strictures upon the recommendations of the 
Secrefary of the Treasury, as to the manner of is- 
suing treasury notes. The honorable senator had 
criticised this part of the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury with some severity, and had held him 
up to the Senate and the country as striking outa 
new path for the supply of the Treasury; as recom- 
mending the issue of paper money; of a descrip- 
tion of paper similar to that which we know by the 
denomination of “continental money;” andof do- 
ing this forthe first time since the organization of 
the Government under the Constitution. The fault 
eomplained of consisted in a recommendation, 
merely discretionary and alternative, to issue Trea- 
sury notes bearing no interest, and payable to she 
bearer, in case the public creditors shou d be found 
willing to receive ‘such notes in payment of their 
demands against the Government, at par; other- 
ist, to give the notes such an intere:t as would 
bring them to par. 

Mr. W. said as the committee, in the bill they 
had reported, bad not followed this recommenda- 
ion of the Secretary, it would be seen that no ques- 
tion was depending before the Senate, either in the 
bill now under discussion, or in any other, which 
rendered this point material; but he was sure his 
object would be fu!ly understood and appreciated 
in making this correction, It was simply to defend 
this public oflicer against a mistaken accusation. It 
was not necessary for him to defend, at this time, 
the soundness of the recommendation, but to pro- 
tect the Secretary against the charge of being the 
author of a principle now supposed to be so new 
and so dangerous. To do this, it was only neces- 
sary for him to read the third section of the act of 
the 24th of February, 1815, authorizing an emis- 
sion of Treasury notes, in which a!l these dangers 
woull be found to be embraced, adopted, and made 
imperative, as a part of the laws of the land. 

{Mr. W. here read the scction of the act, as 
follows: 

** Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
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Treasury notes shall be prepared of such denomi- 
nations as the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, 
shall, from time to time, direct; and such of the 
said notes as shall be of a denomination less than 
one hundred dollars shall be payable to bearer, and 
be transferrab'e by delivery alone, and shall bear no 
interest; and such of the said notes as shall be of 
the denomination of one hundred dollars, or up- 
wards, may be made payable to erder, and trans- 
ferrable by delivery and assignment, endorsed on 
the same, and bearing an interest from the day on 
which they shall be issued, at the rate of five and 
two-fifths per centum per annum; or they may be 
mz. le payable to bearer, and transferrable by delivery 
alone, and bearing no interest, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, shall direct.” 

What now, Mr. W. asked, was the condition 
and the fault of the Secretary? He had found :he 
public treasury in want of ineans to pay the public 
creditors. The exigency had grown out of a re- 
verse in trade and business, sudden and universal, 
and the use of the credit of the Government, in 
some form, seemed to him indispensable. It be- 
came his duty to suggest to Congress the means 
and the mode of supplying the Treasury. He ex- 
amined the legislative history of the Government in 
former cases of embarrassment at the Treasury, 
and found, among other expedients, that emissions 
of Treasury notes paying no interest, payable to 
be :rer, transferrable by delivery alone, and without 
any restriction as to the denomination of the notes 
to be so issued, had been authorized. Among a 
variety of plans to meet the present wants, he sug- 
gested this,fecommending that no note should be 
issued for a less amount than $20. Had he at- 
tempted to intreduce any new principle? Certainly 
not. Was his conduct, in making this suggestion 
in conformity with the previous practice of Con- 
gress itself, deserving of the high censure which 
had been bestowed upon it? He, Mr. W. thought 
not. 

A single other reply to the honorable Senator. 
That gentleman had supposed the President most 
inconsistent and contradictpry with himself, in 


| remarking, generally, in his, message, that he 


did not recommend to Congress measures for the 
regulation of the general currency of the coun- 
try, or of the foreign and domestic exchanges, 
because he could not find in the Constitution any 
power confprred upon Congress to regulate 
these matters; and then, in the same message, re- 
commending a hankrupt law, as applicable to 
banks and bankers. Where was the inconsistency, | 
or contradiction? The President had said he 
omitted to make further recommendations upon 
these subjects than those found in the Message, be- 
cause he could not find, and did not believe, that 
Congress possessed further power over them; but he 


| did recommend a bankrupt law, because the power 
_ to pass bankrupt lawsis conferred upon Congress by 
|| the Constitution, in express terms. 


He did, there- 


|| fore recommend a bankrupt law, which the Con- 


stitution anthorizes, and he did not. recommend 
any thing else, upon these points, because the C-n- 


| stitution authorizes Congress to dv nothing else. Is 
|! this inconsistent? , 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
BUCHANAN, WEBSTER, and CALHOUN. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then offered the to'lowing 
amendment, to be inserted at the end of the bi!!: 

“* Provided, that the three first instalments uncer 
the said act shall remain on deposite with the States 
until otherwise directed by Congress.” 

Mr. NILES asked for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and the amendment was adopted 
by the following vote: 

" YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bayard, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Grufffy, Kent, Kingof Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, White, Williams,and Young—33. ?, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, 
Hubbard, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Walker, and Wright , 
—12. 


ll 
Mr. TALLMADGE. moved to sirike «= 
after the enacting clause, and insert the follow; _ 

“That the money deposited and to be de ne: 
with the States under the 13th section of themed 
June, 1836, shall remain on deposite wa of 
States until otherwise directed by Congress. the 

Mr. NILES asked for the yeas and nays wh 
were ordered, and the amendment was rejects; 
ayes 18, nays 27, as follows: a 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittey: 
Fulton, Kent, Knight, Lyon, Nicholas, ca 
Preston, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Sontha 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and Whi. 
18. ” 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Broy, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Gry. 
Hubbard, King cf Alabama, King of Geore:, 
Linn, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Ros), 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticy 
Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 3, 
Young—27. 7 

The question was then taken on the e 
of the bill. 

Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and na 
and they were ordered, and were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brow, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Foitoy 
Grundy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Kins’: 
Geo., Linn, McKean, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Riv, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Coy 
Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, and Wrigh— 
27. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Ken., Clayton 
Kent, Knight, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Cj, 
tenden, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swif 
Tallmadge, Webster, White, and Young—17, | 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Iuurspay, September 14, 1837. 

Petitions and memorials were presenied by 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. SIBLEY of New York. 

Messrs. BIDDLE, PAYNTER, and SHEP. 
FER of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JENIFER’ of Maryland. 

Messrs. HUNTER, ALLEN, and GOODE of 
Ohio. 

Mr. MAY of Illinois. - . 

. [Mr. May presented the petition of sundry in. 
habitants of Lasalle county, praying the establish 
ment of a postroute from Peru, in Lasalle county, 
to Prirceton, in Putnam county, via Bureau, is 
Buresu county.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Alabama. 

Messrs. HARRISON and MILLER of Ms- 
sour. 

[Mr. Harrison presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce, city of St. Louis, on te 
subject of the currency, &c.; referred to Commi: 
tee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed | 
_ Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee ¢/ 
‘Ways and* Means, reported the following bi 
which was read twice, and refetred to a Committe: 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

A*BILL authorizing a further postponement of the 
payment of duty bonds and for other purposes. 
De it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenit- 

tives of the United States of America in Congress assen- 
bled, ‘That the Secretary of the ‘Freasury be, a0! 

he hereby is, authorized to grant such further e- 
tension of credit upon all bonds for duties now ou 
standing, as shall make the whole extension of cre 
dit upon each bond six months from the time whet 
the original bond became due and payable, m2i- 
ing the extension in each case to depend upon th 
same condilions as to additional security, the p2!- 
ment of interest, and other terms, which have beet 
prescribed by the Treasury-Department to the er 
tension of revenue bonds since May last: Provide, 
That nothing herein contained shalt be construe 
to include any existing bonds where the partes” 
the same have not, since the bonds became p2!* 
ble, given additional security, or made part pe! 
ment, and are, by the proper officers of the Gover 
ment, considered insolvent, or unsafe securities '“' 
the payment of their bonds. 
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Sec. 2. Aud be it further enacted, That the addi- 
tonal eredit of six months, granted by the first sete 
yon of this act upon outstanding duty bonds, shal! 
ps upon the Sane terms and conditions granted up- 
92 ail bonds for duties which may be given during 
riod of one year from and afer the Ist day 
of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

irty=seven. 

oe And be it further enacted, That where the 
security in any bond which has been, or may here- 
alier be postponed, is entirely satisfactory, tne prin- 
cipal or sureties the same shal! not be disabled 
from being, in the mean Ume, till the period of 
ysiponement provided for by this act expires, re- 
veived as principal or sureties in other bonds for 
duties, notwithstanding the bond first given may rot 
have been actually paid, discharged, or extended, 
pefore, or on the day it fe'l due: Provided, That 
gach principal and sureties shail be found, in all 
other respects, safe and satisfactory security for the 
ponds to which they may be proposed as parties. — 

Sec 4. And be it further enacted, Thata credit 
of one, two, and three months shall be allowed on 
the duty on all merchandise now remaining in the 
custody of the customs upon which the duties are 
payable in cash, and that the bonds received for 
sach duties shall be in equal instalments bearing 
interest at the rate Of six per cent. per annuin,and in 
the form and upon the conditions prescribed by 
existing laws, and by this act: Provided, That the 
said merchandise shall be entered on or before the 
fifieenth day of October next. 

Sec. 5. -iad be it further enacted, That the ope- 
ration of all prior laws, and part#of laws, so far as 
inconsistent with this act, be suspended in those 
particulars in which they may conflict with, or dif- 
fer from, its provisions, until this act shall cease by 
ts own limitation. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG presented to the House 
an abstract which had been prepared at the Trea- 
sury Department, giving certain information in re- 
lation to the collection of the revenues in Great 
Britain and France; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. CUSHMAN submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the operation of the 16th rule of 
the House, in relation to the call of the States for 
the presentation of petitions, be suspended during 
the present session of Congress. 

After afew remarks from Mr. CUSHMAN, in 
support of the resolution, and by Messrs. ADAMS, 
TILLINGHAST and MERCER, in opposition 
thereto, Mr. C. withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, submitted, on 
leave, the following resolution, which was consi- 
dered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, all the orders issued, 
and correspondence with the several deposite bank:, 
in reference to the transfers and payments of the 
several instalments due to the State Governments 
under the deposite act of the day of July, 1836. 

Resolved, That he communicate to this House 
the monthly statements of the condition of the de- 
posite banks, from the Ist day of January last to 
the present time. 

Resolved, That he communicate a statement of 
each draft, and in whose favor drawn, upon which 
specie was demanded and protested fr non-pay- 
ment bwany deposite bank; also, each State Go- 
vernment which has made a demand of specie and 
not paid, and the time when. 


RULES AND ORDERS OF THE HOUSE.. 


The House then took up the report of the Select: 


Committee on the Rules, and the report being read, 
the following amendments were severally consider- 
ed and adopted: 
Ist. Strike out of the 17th rule all after the word 
“Speaker,” in the last clause, and insert— 
“ Shall dispose of the business on his table in the 
following order, viz: 
_“ First. Messages and other Executive commu- 
nications. 
“ Second. Messages from the Senate, and amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to bills of the House. 
“ Third. Bills and resolutions from the Senate on 
their first and second reading, that they be referred 
to committees and put under way; but if, on being 








read a second time, no motion be made to commit, 
they are to be ordered to their third reading, unless 
objection be made; in which case, if not otherwise 
ordered by a majority of the House, they are to be 
laid on the table in the general file of bills on the 
Speaker's table, to be taken us in their turn. 

“ Fourth. Engrossed bills, and bills from the Se- 
nate on their third reading. 

- “Fifth. Bills of the House and from the Senate, 
on the Speaker's table, on their engrossment, or on 
being ordered to a third reading, to be taken up and 
considered in the order of time in which they 
passed to a second reading. : 

“The messages, communications, and bills on 
his table having been disposed of, the Speaker shail 
then proceed to @all the orders of the day.” 

Amend the 90th rule, by inserting after the words 
“on what day,” “if no motion be made to coms 
mit, the question shall be stated on its engrossment; 

nd if it be not ordered to be engrossed cn the day 
of its being reported, it Shall be place] in the gene- 
ral file on the Speaker's table, to be taken up in its 
turn.” 

2d. Insertin the Qist rule, after the word “pro- 
ceed,” in the ninth and tenth lines, the words * in 
case any member object.” 

3d. To insert a new rule after the 21st, to read 
as follows: “If a member be called to order for 
words spoken in debate, the person calling him to 
order shall repeat the words excepted to, and they 
shall be taken down in writing at the Clerk’s table; 
and no member shall be held to answer, or be sub- 
ject to the censure of the Tlouse, for words spoken 
in debate, if any other member has spoken, or other 
business has intervened, after the words spoken, 
and befoxe exception to them shall have been ta- 
ken.” 

4th. Add to the 25th rule the following clauses: 

“Every member Shall remain uncovered during 
the sessions of the House;” and “No member or 
other person shall visit or remain by the Clerk's 
table while the ayes and noes are calling, or bal- 
lots are counting.” 

Sth. From the 26th rule, strike out from the 
fourth line the word “ present,” and insert in 
lieu thereof the foliowing words: “within the bar of 
the House; and, 

6th. Add to the rule the following clause: “ And 
when any member shall ask leave to vote, the 
Speaker shall propound to him the question— 
‘Were you within the bar when your name was 
called?’ ” 

7th. Add to the 28th rule the following clanse: 
“All motions to excuse, a member froin voting, 
shall be made before the House dirides, or before 
the call of the yeas and nays is commenced; and 
any member requesting to be excased from voting 
may make a Srief verbal statement of the reasons 
for making such request, and the question shal! then 
be taken without further debate.” 

8th. In liea of the 45th rule insert the following: 

“ Petitions, m@morials, and other papers ad- 
dressed to the House, shall be presented by the 
Speaker, or by a member in his place; a brief 
statement of the contents thereof shall be made ver- 
ba'ly, by the introducer; they shall not be debated 
en the day of their being presented, nor on any day 
assigned by the House for the reccipt of. petitions 
after the first thirty days of the se-sion, unless 
where the Flouse shall direct otherwise, but shall 
lie on the table, to be taken up in the order in 
which they were presented.” 

9ih. To insert after the 57th rule the following 
rules as the 58th and 59th rules: 

‘Rote 58. At every session of Congress, com- 
mencing on the first Monday of December, it shall 
be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
within thirty days after their appointment, to report 
the general appropriatien bills—for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government; for the army, 
the navy, and for the Indian department and In- 
dian annuities; or in failure thereof, the reasons 
of such failure; and general appropriation bills 
shall be in order in preference to any other bills of 
a public nature, unless otherwise ordered by a ma- 
jority of the House. 

“Route 59. No appropriation shall be reported 
in such general appropriation bills, or be in order 
as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not 
previously authorized by law.” 





The following amendment was then taken up 
for consideration: 

luth. Add to the thirty-ftth rale the following 
clause : 

“Ou a motion fer the previous question, and 
prior to the seconding of the same, a call of the 
House sfiall be in order; but after a majority shal! 
have seconded sach motion, no call shall be Yn or- 
der prior to a decision of the main question.” 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding thereto the following: 

* And the previous question shall be in this form: 
‘Shall the main question be now put? It shail 
only be admitted when demanded by a majority of 
the members present ; and until it is decided, shall 
preclude all amendment and further debate of the 
main question, as well as of the pending amend- 
ments; and the question shall be taken on the 
amendmenis, in order, if amendments be pendirg, 
and then on the main question.” 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. RICE GAR- 
LAND, BRIGGS, MERCFR, ADAMS, UNDER- 
WOOD, SMITH, and BELL, when— 

Mr. ADAMS modified his amendment so as in 
substance to embrace, as its first clause, his former 
amendment, (which was the amendment reported 
by Mr. Mann of New York, from the Select Com- 
mittee on the same, January 5, 1836,) and then 
bring in, as a second clause, the amendment of the 
present committee. [The object of the proposition , 
as it will be seen, was totake a vote on all pending 
amendments notwithstanding the call fur the pre- 
vious question. } 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
MERCER, MASON, REED, ADAMS, and 
UNDERWOOD, in favor of the amendment, and 
by Messrs. Ti AMER and SMITH in opposition, 
when 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 102, 
nays 166, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesera. Adams. Ayckrigg, Alexander, Heman Alien, 
John W. Allen, Bel!, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B 
Calhoun, Wiliam B. Campbell, John Campbell, Williaun B 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin. Craig, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlingto:, Davies, Deberry, Du 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Gir- 
land, Goode, James Graham, William Graliam, Graves. Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Hall, Tilstead, Harlan. Warper, Mastings, Hawes 
Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Robert T. H. Hunter, Jenifer, Wii- 
liam Cost Johnson, Lewis, Lincoln, Andrew Loomia Mallory, 
Marvin, Samsou Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, McKernan, 
Menifee, Mercer, Milligan, Matthias Morris, Naylor. Noyes, 
Ozie. Pitterson, Peck, Phillips, Pickens. Pepe, Potts, Rariden, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Roberison, Rumeey, Russell, Saw. 
yer, Sergeant, Charles Shepaid, Siblev. Slade, Son! gate, Sian. 
ley, Siration, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolaad, U 
derwood, Webser, AlbertS. White, Jolm White, Elisha Whit 
tlese., Lewis Wiiiianis, Christopher Hl. Wiatliams, Wise, end 
Yorke—102, : 

NAYS—-Moeeers. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatry, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Cirdsail. Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchenan, 
Canibreleng, Timothy Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman. Ci - 
ley. Ciaiborne, Clark, Cleveland. Colea, Connor, Crarv, Cueh- 
main, Dawsaen, Davee, DeGraff. Dromzun'e, Duncan, Edwarde, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Trane Fletcher, Foster, Fey, Gallop, 
dames Garlan!, Glaseeck, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Males, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, Nolsey, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, W. IL. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J Jue: 
ron, J. Jehneon, N. Jones, J. W Jones, Kemble, Kileore, 
Kiiigensmih, Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, James M 
Mison, Martin, Robert McClellan, Abraham MeCleijen, 
McClure, McKim, Miller, Momgomery, Moore, Muhleaberg, 
Murray, Noble. Owens, Palmer, Parker. Parmenter, Patten, 
Penny backer. Petriken, Phe!ps, Plumer, Pratt, Prentiss. Reilvy, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shiplér, Sinish, Soyer, Soeacer, Stewart, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vancerveer, 
Wacener, Weeks, Jared W. Withame, Worthiogten, aud 
Vell—166- 

Se the amendment to the amendment was disa- 
greed to, and the origina! amendment of the com- 
mittee was agreed to—ayes 11], noes not counted. 

The following amendinent was then taken up: 

llth. Add to the 36:h rule the following clause: 

“ All incidental questions of order arising after 
amotion is made fer the previous question, and 
pending such motion, shall be decided, whether on 

appealor otherwise, without debate.” 

Mr. MERCER said he cou'd net give hisassent 
to this amendment, on the ground that there was no 
reason why the previous question, moved on a par- 
ticular subject, should preclude debate on a ques- 
tion of order growing out.of it, fer it wou'd com- 
pel members to vote in the dark. 


Mr. PATTON teok the same side, and insisted 
that a question of order growing out of the pre- 
vious question was entirely independent of it, besides 
it would be giving the Chair too despotic a power. 
Moreover, by the rules already in force, the pre- 
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vious question might be moved on the question of or- 
der itself, which was safficient to arrest unreasona- 
ble debate. ? . 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts wished some 
member of the select committee to give Some rea- 
sons for the introduction of such a rule. 

Mr. HAMER was one of those who voted in 
the committee in favor of the amendment, 
though he did not feel very solicitous about it 
one way or the other. He was inclined in favor 
of it for this reason principally, that after the 
demand for the previous question, it spme- 
times occurred that questions of order inciden- 
tally arose, and were debated at great lengih, 
which debate might go on, take up the whole day, 
and thus the intention of the House, in ordering the 
main question to be put “ now,” might be defeated. 
Mr. THOMAS adverted to a decision of the pre- 





sent Speaker, made during the last Congress, that | 
aficr the previous question had been order®d, de- | 


bate could not be allowed. ‘The negativing this 
amendment would be a virtual repeal of that rule. 
Mr. PATTON said that that 


the practice of the House, from the origin of the 
Government down to that day, and was understood 
to be made under a misapprehension of the ques- 
tion of order then raised. He did not believe ques- 
tions of order would ever be raised for the purpose 
of interrupting the business of the House, after the 
main guestion had been ordered, though, if a mi- 
nority were disposed to do so, they could do it, un- 
less some of the most valuable rules of the House 
were entirely obliterated. 

Mr. CRAIG pointed out the necessity of the 
rule, and drew the attention of his colleague to 
instances that had occurred where questions of 
order had been raised, which produced a wide and 


extended range of debate having little connection | 
with the question itself, by which the will ofthe ma- | 


jority, in progressing the business of the House, had 
been for a length of time frustrated. 
question was necessary, vay, at times indispensable, 
to insure action upon the public business of the na- 


tion, by arresting unnecessary discussion, and there | 
was but one standard in regard to its application, | 


viz: the judgment of the majority. If, then, the pre- 


vious question be a rule properly applicable, and | 
all had agreed that it was, unless abused, eqnally | 
necessary was the ruld now proposed by the select | 
committee; for otherwise, a small minority might 


set aside the will of the House, or a very large 
majority oft. . 

Without taking the question, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 


ote 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, September 15, 1837. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a remonstrance from | 
the county and city of Philadelphia, remonstrating | 


against the annexation of Texas; which was laid 
on the table. 


Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from Illinois, 
praying the establishment of a national bank; which | 


was laid on the table. 


The resolution offered by Mr. HUBBARD yes- | 
terday, proposing that the daily hour of the meet- 


ing of the Senate shall be 10 o’clock, was taken up 
for consideration, and modified by Mr. H. so as to 


provide that after this week the daily hour of meet- | 


ing shal] be at 11 o'clock. The resolution as mo- 


dified was adopted. 


The bill to postpone the payment of the fourth 
instalment of the deposites to the States being taken 
up— 

Mr. PRESTON rose and addressed the Senate at 
some length, and was followed by Messrs. 
CALHOUN, CRITTENDEN, and BROWN. 

Mr. WALKER said, without discussing at this 
time the great question debated by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) in regard to the 
paper currency of the country, and the supreme 
control which he claims on this subject, and all 
that relates to it, for the Government of the United 


decision was in | 
utter contradiction to, anda notorious violation of, | 


The previous | 





1 States, he would proceed at once to the inquiry now 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


before us, whether it would be proper to postpone 

paying over to the States the Inst instalment under 

the deposite act. This instaiment amounted to a 

sum exceeding nine millions of dollars. The re- 

port of the Secretary of the Treasury informs us 

that the money is not in the Treasury to pay the 

instalment. Even in the event of the postponement 

of this depdsite with the States, there is still a defi- 

ciency in the revenue, which the Secretary asks to 

be supplied by the emission of Treasury notes. It 

is, then, obvious, that if this instalment is to be paid 

to the States on the first of October next, it can only 

be effected by an emission of an additional amount 

of Treasury notes, bearing interest, or in other 

words, by the creation of a yew national debt, 

arising from a new loan, in order to deposite the 

amount for safe keeping with the States of this 

Union. Disguise it then as we may, the refusal to 

pass this bill is a determination on our part to bor- 
row more than nine millions of dollars on the credit 
of the United States, to be deposited for safe keep- 
ing with the States of this Union. The Constitu- 
tion authorized us to borrow money on the credit 
of the United States—but for what object? Clearly 
for no other than to carry into effect the powers 
delegated by the Constitution. But that this Go- 
vernment could borrow millions, without limitation 
as to the amount, for the purpose of depositing it 
with, or distributing it among the States, was to 
clothe this Government with the most alarming 
and despotic powers, If this Government can 
make such a loan for such a purpose, the taxing 
power is unlimited, for by taxes only can it raise 
the money to refund what it has borrowed. Mr. 
W. said he was one of a small minority of six in 
the Senate who had voted against this deposite bill. 
He had then predicted the disastreus consequences 
that he thought would follow from the passage of 
this bill, and his worst fears would be realized, if 
now, when there was a deficit in the Tréasury, 
when many of the public creditors had to be paid 
in protested drafis on broken banks, a surplus was 
created by loans for the purpose of depositing 
among the States of the Union. 


Mr. W. said he well knew the voracious character 
of the surplus spirit; that it was ready to keep up 
the tariff, to keep up the price of the public lands, 
and to refuse all relief to the settlers of the West, 
for the purpose of creating a surplus for distribution; 
but he could scarcely have believed that now, 
when we must in any event replenish, by loans, 
an exhausted Treasury, that new loans are asked 
for to the amount of nine millions for distribution, 
—loans to be refunded, if not from the lands of 
the West, from the tariff, by which Mississippi, 
now nearly the greatest exporting State of this 
Union, will receive but about one fourth as much 
as she will be compelled to refund by the opera- 
tion of the tariff—reducing the price of her great 
staple to enrich the incorpogated monopoiists of 
other sections of the Union. r. W. said he must 
be blind indeed, who did not perceive, that to 
raise, by loans, nine millions for deposite with the 
States, is, to the extent of nine millions, to render 
it necessary to augment the tariff. It is true, we 
talk of getting back this money from the States, 
whilst a majority of the Senate, as he (Mr, W.) 
thought, most unwisely, have just taken from the 
Secretary ef the Treasury the authority which he 
possessed, under the deposite act, to call upon the 
States to refund any portion of the money already 
deposited. And now, (Mr. W. predicted,) that 
Congress never would make any requisition upon 
the States for this money, but that when it was 
wanted, the South would be compelled to raise it 
through the operation of the tariff. Could any 
man doubt this result, when so bold an effort was 
now made te induce the Government to borrow 
money to pay the last instalment to the States. 


Eut the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Pres- 
ton) tells us that we can obtain this money for 
deposite among the States by repealing some of the 
appropriation bills. Sir, the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) has most clearly shown 
the impossibility of obtaining a repeal of laws 
partly execated, passed by large majorities in both 
houses of Congress. But if the appropriation bills 






































were repealed to-morrow to the extent Proposed ; 
rs pat one dollar in the Treasy a 
exhausted, nor enable the Government on the . 
of October next, now-at hand, to deposite 
nine millions with the States of the Union; fop ; 
the calculation of the Secretary of the Treas, ” 
the expenditure of fifteen millions of these sper’ 
priations is postponed till next year. But we hay 
been told by the Senator from Massachuseits M: 
Webster,) that thisamount may be paid to the States 
by the money in the deposite banks, whose paper 
would be gladly received by the States jn which 
they are located. It has been already shown } 
the Senator from New York, (Mr. Wright,) ~ 
the entire meney now in the deposite banks subject 
to new drafts, is not enough, by more than g mil. 
lion, to meet the required amount of the last de 
site instalment; but if it were enough, let y, 
examine the effect of this proposition. It is tg 
pay the States in the paper of the deposite banks 
by new issues of paper by those banks to a, 
amount exceeding nine millions of dollars—to py 
out, in other words, more than nine millions of 
depreciated bank paper, issued by banks that haye 
suspended specie payments. And is this the relief 
the Senator from Massachusetts would extend to 
the community? Sir, (said Mr. W.) nearly all 
the embarrassments of the community have been 
occasioned by the vast over-issues of paper by the 
banks, paper which they cannot now redeem jp 
specie, and which has depreciated from ten 1g 
thirty per cent. in various sections of the Union, 
Is it not clearly perceived that this would greatly 
increase the embarrassments of the community? 
that it would add greatly to the present enormous 
mass of depreciated paper? that it would stilj 
further depreciate all the paper of all the banks 
making the new emissions; postpone for a long 
time, if not indefinitely, the resumption of specie 
payments by the banks, by augmenting nearly one. 
third the amount of their depreciated paper, and 
thus, also, disable them from extending the least 
indulgence to their debtors by this vast increase of 
their circulation, imposing the correspondent obii- 
gation of calling in their debts as rapidly as possi- 
ble to the same amount? If (said Mr. W.) this 
proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts be 
a part and portion of the plan of the opposition for 
relieving the embarrassments of the country, he 
had no curiosity to hear the remainder of their 
proposition. hs 48 
The question recuring on the passage of the bill 
Mr. WEBSTER asked for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered on the passage of the bill. 
YEAS—Messrs Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulion, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King cf Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, McKean, Morris, Niles, Pierce, 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Rugg'es, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Wright—28. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, Knight, Nicholas, Nor 
vell, Preston, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southar(, 
mer Tallmadge, Webster, White, and Young— 

3. 


ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 


The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to issue Treasury notes, being on its second 
reading, a debate ensued, in which Mess 
WRIGHT, CLAY, and KING of Georgia took 
part; when, 


7 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill wa 
amended by the insertion of the word “ ten” in the 
first line. 

Mr. W. said that it had not been. possible for 
the committee to know the amount of the notes 
necessary until action had been had on the bill 
postpone the fourth instalment to the States, 
which bill having now passed the Senate, he wa 
abie t6 iill up the blank. He had had an interview 
on the subject with the Secretary of the Treast 
ry, and he had learnt from that officer that, on the 
supposition no more extension would be granted 
than was proposed by the bill for extending the daly 
bonds, he had thought that the sum of eight mi- 
lions would be sufficient. This was, however, ® 
the supposition that the Bank of the United Stale 
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